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The CONTENTS of this Monru. 


ArT. XI. Obfervations on the Abbot Pluche’s Hiffary of 
the Heavens. ‘Tranflated from the French of M. de 
Silouette, by the Rev. Mr. Gibert ; with the Remarks of 
the Tranflator, Art. XIX. A Defcription of Hot- 
LAND; or,’ The Prefent State of the United Provinces 
Art. XX. A Letter to the Author.on the Gree Pro- 
nunciation. ART. XXI. ORIGINAL LETTERS and 
PARERSOSSTATE, addrefledtoOLIVERCROMWELL, 
found among the PoniricaL CoLLecTIoNs of Mr, 
Joun Mitton. Arr. XXII. A Method of Study’; 
or, an ufeful Library. In Two Parts. Part II. B 
“Fohn Bofwell, A. M. Vicar of Tauston, and Prebendary 
of the Church of /Vells. 


WV Hereas there were feveral material £yrata in Pages 
49, 50, $1, 52, of The Works of the Learned, tor 
‘Fanuary laft paft; thofe Pages are now reprinted, and 
. thofe who have already purchafed that Month may have 
them, upon fending for them to Facob Robinfon, the Pub- 
lifher of this Work. 

N. B. The canceiled Leaves are reprinted on a fmaller 
Letter than the others; by which Mark Gentlemen may 
know, hereafter, whether thofe Pages in their Books have 
been rectified or not. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 


Obfervations on the Abbot Pluche’s Hiftory of 
the Heavens; in which bis Explanation of 
the Myfteries,and the Mythology of the Hea- 
thens is particularly examined and confuted. 
Tranflated from the French of M. De Sie 
louette, * dy the Rev. Mr.Gibert ; with the 
Remarks of the Tranflator. 





N.B. The Author’s Notes are diftinguifhed by Let- 
ters, thus (a); thofe of the Tranflator by Figures, 
thus (1) 








* M. Sibuétte profeffes himfelf chiefly indebted for the follow- 
ing Obfervations on the Syitem of the Abbot P/uchy to the 
fecond Volume of the Divine Legation of Mofs, and fome 
particular Remarks communicated to him by the learned Mr. 
Wardurton. 
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1S amazing the Abbot fhould pretend 
to fupport his Syftem by an Infurution 
of Antiquity, which alone is fufficient 
to overturn it. His Aim is to prove, 
That the Pagan Deities had not been 
real Men; but in the Myfteries we find the very 
Reverte ; they carefully taught that the antient Gods 
were no other than Men deified after Death.(1) 
The Abbot ftrives to countenance his Opinion by 
the Authority of Cicero 5 but Cicero, asit b — 
ipeaks in Oppofition to it: He pofitively fays, 1 

his Tu/culan Queftions, That the Neavens are 
crowded with Mortals; (2) and this he confirms 





1) The Mifteries ca refi by taucht that the antient Gods were no 
other than Men dei ified. | rhe Myiteries repre! fented as fuch, 
not the antient Gods in general, but only the popular Gods 
of moft civilized Nations: ‘ihey never intend ed to deitroy, 
tor Initance, the Notio n of F fome loc al tutelary Deit! tes, Beings 
{uperior to Men and inferior to God, and I by ] lm fet over the 
feveral Parts of his Creation: Thefe were well known to the 
Patriarchs 5 ‘* the Belief of them was univerfally | held by all 
“ Antiquity, — never br ought into Queition by any Theift.” 
Div. Leg. vol. 1. p. 148. The Truth is, ‘The Intent of the 
great I desis was not to overthrow deified Men as the only 
Gods of the Heathens, but as the moit pernicious, whole 
canonized Vices and wicked Examples provean univerfal Cor- 
ruption of found Morality: Such were ‘fupiter, Mercury, Venus, 
Mar s, and that numerous Rabble of mortal Deities, who had 
been fubject to the fame diforderly Pafions with their Fellow 
Creatures: But as this could not be objected to the above tu- 
telar Deities, the great Myiteries never attempted to deitroy 
their Authority, much leis todeny their E xiftence. 

(2) That the Heavens cre crowhid with Mortals ] The Paf- 
fage of Cicero meant by our Author rans thus, “ Quid? 
“totum prope Coelum, ne plures perfequar, nonne humano 
“< gel nere com tes im eft ? S1 vero fcrutari vetera, et ex his ea 


“« que ieriptores Greciz pl ‘odic derunt, eruere coner ; ipfi il li 
© may ram ¢ centium Dii qui hab entur, hine a nobis  profedt 
‘¢ in Colum Tepe rientur. Quere quorum demonftrantur te 
‘¢ pulchra in Grecia: Reminiicere, quoniam initiatus es, qu 

tracuntur mciliethiss tum denique quam hoc late pateat 11- 
© ¢clliges.”” “‘Tulc. Difp. 1. 1. cap. 12, 13 
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by the Teftimony of Greck Authors, and by re- 
minding us what was taught in the Myfteries : He 
’ does not indeed reveal them directly, but he plainly 
infinuates, it the Initiated were let into this Se- 
cret, viz. That the immortal Gods had once 
«6 been as Men.” Tuliy fays again, in his 
Treatife of the Nature of the Gods, That ** thefe 
‘© were mighty and illuftrious Men, who had been 
<¢ deified after Death, and that Exbemerus informs 
‘¢us where they c died, and where they lie buried, 

« 3), without mentioning (adds he) what is taught 
“& in the Myjteries of Ele ufis and of Samothracia 3? 
whieh plainly ihews, that the Doétrine of the My- 
fteries was the fame with Bubemerus’s concerning 
the Gods: And yetthe Abbot Plache, {peaking of 
the Myfteries, pretends, ** That under their Veil, 
‘6 we are not to look for Gods, but rather for the 
‘¢ Nature of Things relating to human Life: (a) ” 
This he is pleafed to repeat in another Place, *¢ //- 
“ crates, Epittetus, and Cicero (fays he) plainly 
«© tell us upon what turned the Rites of the Myfte- 
“< ries; they own thefe were not defigned, as was 
‘© fuppofed, to explain the Nature of the Gods, 
‘ but co initruét us with regard to the Neceffities 
‘sof Life. (6) 


(3) Tally fays, Thefe were might; and 1 Nufrious Men who bad 
been deified after Di ath, &c. ] The Paff. ige alluded to by our 
Ai uthor runsthus; ** Quid? qui aut fortes aut potentes viros 
« tradunt ad Deos pervenifle eofque effe iplos quos nos colere, 

‘ precari, venerarique foleamus.——Ab Euhemero et mortes 
1 et tepul ture demonfrantur Decorum. Omitto Eleufinam 
“ fandtam illam et auguitam. Pretereo Samothraciam 
 eaque 








€¢ 





Que Lemni 
‘© Nodturno aditu occulta coluntur 
‘«* Silveitribus fepibus denfa. 
Cic. de Nat, Deor. 
(2) Revifion of the Hiftory of the Heavens. 
(4) Ibid pag. ts. 
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The Abbot Pluche lays hold of a Paflage of C;- 
cero, which, as I am afraid he has mifundertftood ir, 
I fhall endeavour to explain. Cicero introduces 
FV ellejus the Epicurean, explaining the Nature of the 
Gods; Cotta the Academic anfwers Vellejus, that 
under Pretence of explaining their Nature he de- 
{troys all Principles of Religion, and barely unra- 
vels the Natureot Things: That he reafons as they 
do who afcribe the Belief of the immortal Gods to 
the Craft of defigning Statefmen ; the fame as Pro- 
dicus Chius, who afferced that Mankind had deified 
whatever could benefit them; the fame, in fhort, 
| as Eubemerus, who maintained that the Gods were 

| originally mere Men, without mentioning (fays he) 
| what was taught in the Myfferies: Then he adds 
what follows, ‘* Thefe various Opinions being ex- 
¢¢ plained and reduced to a rational Meaning, we 
«¢ fhall find they teach us not fo much the Divinity 
<< and Nature ofthe Gods as they do the Nature of 
«s Things(c):” Thefe laft Words have plainly oc- 
cafioned the Miftake of the Abbot, for what I here 
tranflate by 2be/e various Opinions being expreffed in 
the Original by a Relative, which Things, the Abbot 
has reftrained its Senfe only to the Myfteries, (@) 
the laft Thing mentioned, whereas he fhould have 
extended it to all that precedes : That is, not barely 
to the Myfteries, but alfo to the Opinions of Pro- 
dicus, of Eubemerus, &c. If you confine the Senfe 
of the above Paflage to the Myfteries, the Argu- 
ments of Cotta prove by no Means what he intended; 
he defigned to convince the Epicureans that thole 
who fpoke of the immortal Gods, (as did not only 
the Myfteries but alfo Vellejus, Prodicus, and Ew 
hemerus) far from explaining the Nature of the 





i Ca tice rent tliat ene eae ttt ae 


(c) Quibus explicatis ad rationemque revocatis, rerum ma- 
gis natura cognof.itur cuam Deorum. De Nat. Deor. lib.' 
cap. 42. 

(d) rift. of tae Heavens, Tom. 1. p. 401. Sec. Edit: 
Deity, 


De ee 2 — 
teri art tn an — orl a arate ~ an neigh tlt? hag . a “ 











Art.18. For APRIL, 1743. 239 
Deity, deftroyed it in fact; fubftituting, as they 
did, in Lieu of it, the Nature of Things and of 
‘Men. ’Tis hard to conceive how the Abbot could 
fo widely miftake the Meaning of Cicero, fince what 
immediately precedes, clearly fhews (as I have al- 
ready obferved) that the Myferies taught the fame 

as Euhemerus concerning the Gods: This laft pre- 

tended they were Men deified; fo that Cicero muft 

have contradicted himfelf in this Paffage, and de- 

ftroyed what he had already faid about it in his Tu/~ 

culan Queftions. 

As to Ifocrates and Epiétetus, they both tell us 
that the Myfferies taught the Art of civil Life, and 
the Doétrine of a future State. How the Abbot 
Pluche could infer from this, “ That in them no 
«¢ Mention was made of the Gods,” is, I confefs, 
what I cannot conceive: Perhaps that Contempt 
for the Art of Reafoning which he affeéts, (I don’t 
know why) makes him conclude negatively from 
an affirmative Propofition: Then, indeed, to fay 
that fuch a Thing was taught in the My/eries, 
‘might fignify that nothing was taught befides; a 
kind of Argument which occurs more than once in 
his Hiftory of the Heavens. 

Mr. War urton has been the firft, who obferved 
that a certain Hymn, quoted by Clement of Alex- 
andria, was fung in the Celebration of the Myfteries, 
and comprehended the whole Secret. It was over- 
looked by Meurfius, though he had carefully ga- 
thered from Antiquity the Paffages he found con- 
cerning the My/feries. I was not a little furprifed 
to fee it quoted in the Revifion of the Hiftory of the 
Heavens by the Abbot, for the fame Ufe which 
Mr. Warburton has made of it, and as a well 
known Piece; which laft Circumftance would 
make one fufpeét, that the Abbot, who under- 
flands Englifh, has borrowed it from Mr. War- 
3 burton’s 
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burton’s Work, without mentioning whence he 
had it. 

The fuperficial Account he gives of the My/feries, 
chiefly in his firft Edition of the EH:flory of the 
Heavens(e), by fhewing how little he had fearched 
into this Matter, confirms the above Sufpicion ; 
tho’ in the fecond Edition as well as the firft he per- 
fifts to maintain ‘* that in the Adjfleries no men- 
<* tion was made cf the Gods;” his Syitem not 

lowing him to admit in them Beings he had an- 
nihilated. To confirm the imaginarv Proofs he 
had given of this, and which we have already re- 
fured, he pretends that one only God was in Quef- 
tion in the Myferies; and on this Occafion he 
quotes the Hymn related by Clemext of Alexandria; 
which Hymn barely proves they taught the Unity 
of God, but fhews by no Means, they taught no 
other Doétrine. Now had the Abbot P/ucke 
drawn this Hymn out of Clement of Alexandria, 
where it had jain buried as it were to this Day, we 
ought to fuppofe in fo particular an Enquiry, he 
could not fail of perceiving what immediately pre- 
cedes it, which ts direétly oppofite to what he en- 
deavoursto make out; for Clement tells us, before 
he relates it, that it was only fung after the Mytho- 
logy of the Gods had been explained, or in other 
Words, after the Expofition of the Worfhip and 
Religion of theIdols. (f) This Paffage is far more 


(e) Page 197. 

(f) Thracius autem ille facrorum interpres juxta ac poeta 
Orpheus Oezgri filius, cum facra Myfteria totumque fimul- 
acrorum cultum et religionem expotuiffet, verfo in contra- 
rium fermone veritatem inducit, verégue facruin licet {erivs 
quam par erat carmencanit 


Fas quibus eft, &c. 
Adminitio ad gentes, Verf. Lat. p. 63. Edit. Potteri. The 


Greek Original has e}dwrav Searoyiav, viz. the Theology of the 
Idols, or the Mythology of the Gods, 


explicit 
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explicit againft the Abbot than thofe above quoted 
from Cicero; from thofe we only infer, that the 
true Hiftory of the Falfe Deities was unveiled in the 
Mi fteries ; whereas in this it isdirectly and exprefsly 
afferted. One may judge from thence how well the 
Abbot has anfwered his Defign of penetrating into 
the Secretof the Myffertes, «© notwithftanding the 
¢¢ Veils and Guards which render them (¢) inaccef- 
«¢ fible.” If he thinks this Secret confifted only of 
Inftructions of Agriculture, no learned Man but him- 
felf probably will believe he had entered far into its 
and if he pretends that the Doétrine of the Myfferies 
confifted in the Unity of God, thofe who know 
this Secret had been brought to Light, and proved 
by Mr. Warburton, before the Publication of the 
Hiftory of the Heavens, will unavoidably afcribe to 
that Gentleman the Difcovery, let them think never 
fo favourably of the Abbot’s Genius, Candour, and 
Modefty. There is fomething moreover in the Ab- 
bot’s Conduct on this Subject, which I cannot com- 
prehend ; he betrayscertain Inconfiftencies feldom to 
be met with in a fy{ftematical Author, when he writes 
nothing but his own well-digetted Ideas; he grants 
thatthe Unity of God was taught in the Mj/fteries, 
and yet he maintains that the Initiated were not 
made fenfible of the Falfity of the Deities they then 
worfhipped.{4) ’Tis certain however, that the 
Truth of oneonly God, and the Falfity of many, 
muft have been infeparable Ideas amongft the Hea- 


(c) Tom. I. p. 388 Second Edition. 
(6) The Initiated were admonifhed to afcribe the Glory of 
all Things to the Supreme Being, that Only Intelligence, who 
direéts at his Pleafure the whole Univerie. ‘Com 1. p. 439. 
second Edition. 
The Initiated were not told your Gods are no Gods. Ibid. 
Pp. 400, 


Q 4 thens ; 
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thens; (4) for it cannot be fuppofed that in a fecret 


Featft, 


(4) "Tis certain that the Truth of one Only God and the Falfity 
of Many muft have been infeparable Ideas amongft the Heathens ] 
The learned Author muft have meant ‘* among the Initiated,” 
‘<< foramong the Heathens in general the Cafe was otherwife. 
Had the Antients, by the Words they ufed to exprefs God, 
only meant a felf-exiftent and infinitely perfect Being, then 
indeed the Truth of one Only God muft have neceflarily im- 
plied the Falfity of Many: But ’tis plain, the Ebim of the 
Phenicians, the Du of the Arabs, the ©edss of the Greeks, the. 
Deus of the Romans, &c. fignified, befides the fupreme Intel- 
ligence, any ‘* Being in general, of fuperior Excellency, 
«« endowed with extraordinary Power over Men, and worthy 
<< of their Veneration, and often of their Religious Worfhip.” 
See various Demonttrations of this in Clerici Artis Critica, p. 2. 
§. 1. cap. 3. and Newton's Princip. Mathem. Sub finem in Schol. 
General. In confequence of this the Heathens might eafily 
acknowledge a fupreme Being, and likewife feveral inferior 
Deities. ‘Che Fourth Chapter of Cudivorth’s IntelleSual Syf- 
tem, &c. will foon convince any Reader, that, in faé, the 
Truth of one Only God, and the Falfity of Many, were 
no infeparable Ideas amongft the Heathens : The diftin. 
guifhed Part of them (as that learned Author has unanfwer- 
ably fhewed) did actually admit a felf-exittent Deity, and 
worfhipped likewife the Gods of their refpective Nations: 
They thought of all this as Onatus the P;thagorean, whole 
Words are thus related by Srobeus Eclog. Phyf. lib. 1. p. 4. “ It 
** does not feem to me that there is but one God, except you 
<* only mean by this Word that greateft and higheft of Beings, 
‘ who is the Mafter of the Univerfe; but in fact, there are 
* feveral Gods, all differing from each other in Power; over 
«* them all, reigns that One, who excels in Greatnefs, in 
‘ Power, in Virtue: This contains in himfelf the whole U- 
‘ niverfe, the others fwiftly run through Heaven, and obey 
‘ the Orders of the fupreme Intelligence.” As to the com- 
«© mon Herd of the Pagans, the Reaion why the Notion of a 
felf-exifient intelligent Caufe of the Univerfe was in a manner 
loft amongit them, did not arife from its being incompatible 
with the Belief of other Gods, but rather from their religious 
Service being wholly engrofled by a multifarious Worfhip of 
numberlefs Deities. This Worfhip, which caufed an univer- 
fal Neglect of the Great God, was chiefly owing to Philofo- 
phers, who taught, ** That this perfect Intelligence, being 
‘«< free from human Paffions, ccuid neither be pleafed nor dit: 
«¢ pleafed with Mankind, and was not uiercfore to be moved 
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Feaft, feemingly dedicated to a falfe Deity, an I- 
dolater fhould be taught that there is but one God, 
and not be told at the fame Time that the Gods he 
worfhipped, and that to whom the Feaft was dedi- 
cated, were noreal ones. 

Tho’ thefe various Obfervations, and what has 
been already fhewn inthe Courfe of this Differtation, 
prove, in the cleareft Manner, ‘* Thatthe Initiated 
‘s were let into the Secret Hiftory of their falfe 
‘¢ Deities,” yet, as this is an effential Point, fuch 
as thoroughly overturns the whole Scheme of the 
Abbot Pluche, ’twill not be amifs to adda farther 
Confirmation of it, one decifive Evidence, which 
I draw from two of the moft eminent Fathers of 
the Church : It proves beyond Contradiction, that 
the Hierophant, (even in the Afyfteries of Egypt, 
where the Abbot places his Scene) taught, ‘* That 
s© national Gods were no other than Men deified 


** or prevailed on by Petitions and Prayers, but had left the 
<¢ Care of the World to inferior Agents, whom he had in- 
“* trufted with a fufficient Power.’’ before I end this Note, I 
beg leave to obferve, that many amongit the Learned, are, in 
my humble Opinion, much miftaken, when they afcribe the 
Condemnation of Socrates to his pretended Unbelief, and open 
Denial of the Heathen Gods : ’Tis plain, healways worfhipped 
thefe, tho’ he believed in the fupreme Being. Whoever will 
perufe the Euthryphon of Plato will {oon be convinced of this, 
and that the real Caufe of his Profecution was, that he could 
not bear with, and ridiculed the many Stories the Poets told, 
and the common People received, concerning the Pagan Dei- 
ties; he thought them intirely falie, unworthy of the Gods, 
and fubverfive of all Morality: But the very Being of thete 
Deities was fo clofely connected with the above Stories in the 
Mind of the Arhenians, that they concluded the rejecting of 
the laft implied a Disbelief of the former. Had the real Sen- 
timents of Sccrates about the Gods been better attended tc, 
many Criticks might have faved themfelves the Trouble of 
reconciling pretended Inconfiftencies in his Character ; they 
had eafily feen, for Inftance, how this Philofopher, confiftentiy 
with his Principles, could facrifice at his Death a Cock to 
Efculapius. 


‘s after 
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“¢ after Death.” The Paflage in Queftion is as an- 
tient as Alexander, when Egypt had not as yet 
fucked in the fubtle and fpeculative Genius of the 
Greek Philofophy : That Conqueror writes to his 
Mother, that the fupreme Hierophant ot the Egyp- 
tian Myfteries had revealed to him in fecret the 
myfterious Inftruétions given bag ein concerning 

the Nature of national] Gods. * t. Auiitn and - Cy- 
prian have tran{mitted to us hi curious Fa&t of 
antient Hiftory. ‘* Thete, fays the Sir, #, are of the 
“ fame Kind with thofe of which 4/ex andi wrote 
‘© to his Mother, as Things eeare to him by 
‘© one Leo, fupreme Hier opbaut t of the Ezyptian 
<¢ Myfteries. According to Leo, not only Picus, 
<¢ Fanus, Eneas, Romuius, or even Hercules, Ef: 
« culapius, Bacchus the Son of Semele, Caftor and 
¢¢ Pollux, and all others of the fame Rank, had 
« been Men deified after Death; but the Gods alfo 
«© of the firft Order, to whom Cicero feems to al- 
«¢ lude in his 3 Tufculan Queftions, {ach as Fupiter, 
“s Fund, Saturiy Neptune, Vulcan, and many 


a others, whom Varro would alle SOrize into fo 
‘¢ many Parts or Elements of the World, (7) had 
“¢ been 


* An ingenious Gentleman obferves, "tis moft ridiculous to 
mention Aufi Pin and Cyp rian, and to take no Noti ce of older 
Chriftian Writers, Athena goras head lertullian, Who have men- 
tioned it; as alfo Mizucius Felix. Befides, Cyprian] lived before 
Au iit. 

(‘} The Abbot obferves, that fome looked, in this long 
Train of Ceremonies and Fables, fora confiftent Scheme of 
Politicks ; and that taking the Gods for fo many different 
Parts of Nature, they extinguifhed all Manner of Religion 
through eens les of Philoiophy, ‘l'om. I. p. 423. Secon 
Edition. “The Abbot has nearly fallen into the fame Incon. 
venience ; he itrives to find in the Fables a recular Scheine of 
Agriculture, and defiroys, with his Phyiicks, the whole Pacan 
‘heology: Without Doubt, he has not confidered, tuat 
a Syitem where every Thing 1s pretended to be br ‘oug ht 
to plain and uiefal Infruions, and where the Origin of 
Ido- 
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«© been meer Mortals as well as the reft. Leo, 
“¢ {truck with Fear, and confcious, as he was, that 
¢¢ in difcovering thefe Things, he revealed the Se- 
&< - of the My fteries, intreated Alexander, that 
«¢ after he had imparted them to his Mother, he 
“ would enjoin her to burn his Letter (&),”’ 

To underftand rightly thefe laft Circumftances, 
we muft have Recourfe to St. Cyprian: ‘© The 

Fear, fays he, of /exander’s Power, extorted 
¢¢ from the Hierophant the Secret of the Men- 

Gods (/).” 

To all this let us adda Paffage of Plutarch from 
his Treatife on the Ceffation of Oracles. ‘* As to 
‘s the Myfteries (fays he) where was given the 
‘ cleareft and moft exact Account of the Nature of 
«¢ Daemons, we muft oblerve (to ufe Herodotus’s 
‘¢ Expreffion) a facred Silence.” 

Thefe are fo many Confirmations that ‘¢ the My- 
‘* fteries were defigned to difcover the Falfity of 


Idolatry is afcribed rather to the Blindnefs of the Under- 
lianding than that of the Paflions, that juch a Syftem would 
have been gladly adopted by the Heathens, when they endea 
voured to allegorize into Senfe the Ridicule of their ‘T'heolog 
the better to defend it againit the Attacks of Chriftians. 

(k) In eo genere funt etiam illa que Alexander Macedo 
Scribit ad Matrem, fibi a Mago Antiflite Sacrorum /gyp- 
tiorum quodam Leone patefacta 3 ubi non Picus & Panus & 


dt: neas & Romulus vel etiam Hercules et Aticulapius et Liber 

Semele natus et T'yndaride Fratres, et fi quos alios ex Mor. 
saiibns pro Diis habent, fed ipii etiam Majorum Gentiun 
Dit, quos Cicero in ‘Tufculanis tacitis Nominibus videtui ad- 


— Jupiter, Juno, Saturnus, Neptunus, Vuicanus, Vet 
t alii plurimi quos Varro conatur ad Mundi Partes five | 
menta transferre, homines fuifle produntur. ‘Timens enim et 
ille quafi revelata Myfteria petens, admonet Alexandrum ut 
cum ea Matri confcripta infinuaverit, flammis jubeat concre- 
mari. De Civit. Dei lib. 8. cap. 5. 

(1) Metu fuze Poteftatis proditum fibi de Diis hominibus 
Secretum a facerdote. De Idol. vanitaie Edit. Amflel. 1700. 


‘© popular 
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‘© popular Deities, (5) in order to fupport the Re- 
ss ligion of Men of Senfe, and to excite them to 
<¢ the Service of their Country.’’ In that antient 
Inftitution, contrived by Perfons of the greateft Wif- 
dom and Abilities, it was taught, ‘* that the Gods 
‘¢ were Men deified on Account of their Benefits 
‘¢ to human Society.”” Nothing could be more 
proper than the Hiftory of thofe Benefits, to pro- 
mote Zeal and Heroiim ; as, on the other Side, the 
Difcovery of the true State of thefe Heroes, who 
had, whilft upon Earth, their Share of all human 
Frailties, prevented the ill Confequences which the 
Hiftory of their Vices and Irregularities might have 


(s) Thefe are fo many Confirmations that the Myfteries were 
defigned to difcover the Falfity of Popular Deities.) The In- 
tent of the greater Myfteries was plainly to revive in the Ini- 
tiated the loft Apprehenfions of a felf-exifting and all-perfe& 
Being, and to deftroy the Credit of their Men-Gods, by dif- 
covering their true Origin, and expofing their Chara¢ters, 
What our Learned Author offers in Proof of it, I could eafily 
confirm by many more Obfervations ; but I fhall do a far 
greater Service to my Reader, to refer him to the Div. Lece 
B. 2. Set. 4. There the Author, with his wonderful and 
ufual Sagacity, unravels the Secret of the axroppye, hardly 
known before by any Critic, no not even by Meurfius, the 
beit Writer we had on the Heathen Mytteries ; yet, to fhew 
their double Intent, I beg Leave to add thefe few fhort Hints : 
‘© Pythagoras himfelf, in his Life writ by Fambkcus, tells us, 
‘© that in the Thracian Myfteries of Orpheus, he was initruéted 
“in the Unity of the felf-exiftent fupreme Caufe.”” And as 
to what concerns the Heroes deified, I think the Statue of 
Harpocrates fhews their true Origin was manifefted in the My- 
iteries ; that God was reprefented in his Temple with his Fin- 
ger upon his Lips. No tolerable Explanation, that I. know of, 
nas hitherto been given of this. The true Reafon, I humbly 
conceive, ** was towarn continually the Initiated not to reveal 
‘‘ the Secret of his Deification ;*’ for the great Myfteries, 
without Mercy, ftripped him of his Divinity, and fhewed 
hima bare Mortal 5; and no juft Caufe had he to complain, fince 
‘Jupiter himfelf was not {pared. Ipfius autem Cretici Fovis Sacra, 
yays Laétantius ¢ Inft. Div. 1.1.) quid aliud quam quomodo ft aut 

f viatus patré aut nairitus oftendunt. 


pro- 
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produced ; (6) fuch an Hiftory, while they were 
confidered under the fublime Character of real Die 
vinities, being but too apt to perfuade Men that the 
Example of their Gods authorized them in the fame, 
Exceffes. If we fuppofe, with the Abbot Plache 
that all che Heathen Gods proceeded from an Fgyp- 
tian Alphabet, on what Motive then has Mankind 
been drawn into Idolatry ? They muft then have 
thrown themfelves into it as it were on purpofe, no 
ways determined by any of thofe ftrong and lively 
Paffions which actuate alike the Heart and the Un- 
derftanding, and always fhare in the greateft Re- 
volutions: Paffions which alone feem to be the 
Caufe of an univerfal Practice, as they rule with an 
univerfal Sway the Hearts of all Mankind. But, on 
the contrary, if we fuppofe, what we are told by 
all Antiquity, that Nations have worfhipped their 
re{pective Anceftors and firft Kings, out of Grati- 
tude for the Benefits they had received from them, 
then indeed do we find out the ftrongeft Motive 
that could induce Men to Idolatry ; and thus recon- 
cile the Hiftory of Mankind with the Knowledge 
we 

(6.) The Difcovery of the true State of thofe Heroes prevented 
the ill Confequences which the Hiftory of their Vices might have pro- 
duced.) Ji is chiefly on this Account, that the Mytteries, when 
in their Purity, were, in my Opinion, the moft ufeful [ntti- 
tution amongft the Heathens. For Men’s Religion is always 
proportioned to their Conceptions of God ; either worthy of 
hin, and becoming his glorious Majeity ; or vain and fuper- 
ftitious, anfwerably to the foolifh Idol of their own Imagina- 
tion. Their Morals too will be the fame, for all Men make 
their Gods their Example, and think it an effential Piece of 
Religion to be like them: ‘Thus the Generality of the Hea- 
thens, who were not initiated in the dwoggn]e, thought they 
could excufe and authorize their Vices by the Actions of 
their Deities. The pretended Eunuch in Yerence (AQ IM. 
Scene V.) authorizes his lewd Attempt, by the adulterous 
Intrigues of the great Fupiter; Ego homuncio hoc non facerem ? 
is his abfolving Formulary. Euripides, as Mr. Warburton jutly 
obferves, puts this very Argument into the Mouth of feveral of 
his 
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we have of human Nature, and of the Effects of 
human Pafiions. 

1 muft not forget in what Manner the Abbot fets 
out, when he comes to explain the Secret of the 
Egypt an Myfteries: «* Thofe who want to learn, 

‘fays he, what can poffibly be known of that 
Eayptian Religion, whofe myfterious Shew pro- 
“© vokes our Curiofity, never fail carefully to pe- 
“© rufe Herodotus, Divdorus Siculus, the Treatile of /jis 
“¢ and Ojiris, {ome other Works of Plutarch, thofe of 
‘¢ Plato, of Porpbiry, and fuch other learned Men 
¢¢ who had travelled into Zzypr, and often converfed 
ss with the Priefts of //s, the moft myfterious Mor- 
¢¢ tals in the Univerfe. ‘They imagine it is in fuc! 
‘¢ like Books, if any where, they “mutt fearch for 
¢¢ the Meaning of Simbolical Figures. Bur, after 
sc much Reading, one wonders to find nothing but 
«© mean popular Tales, or infipid Allegories, void 
<¢ of Dignity, Ufe and Connection, or, in fhort, a 
<¢ deal of overftrained Metaphyficks, on whofe Sub- 
<¢ tleties our modern Deifts are fo ready to ground 
‘¢ their erroneous Opinions ; though it is abfurd to 
«¢ fuppofe thefe refined Speculations were known in 
ss the leaft to the Simplicity of antient Times(m). 


‘«s Mean 


his Speakers, wP and down his Tragedies, ‘* How could 
“< J, fays Heler, in the Fourth Act of the Troades, how 
- could I refift a Goddefs, whom Fupiter himfelf obeys ?” 
Jon, in his Play of that Name, in the latter End of the firft 
Act, fpeaks to the fame Purpofe ; and in the fifth A& of 
Hercules Furens, Thefeus confoles his Friend by the criminal 
Examples of the Gods. 

(m) One would be apt to think Mr. Warburton had bor- 
rowed this Idea from Mr. P/uche, had not his Work been pub- 
lithed a fecond 'Time in 1738, and that of our Abbot, for the 
firft Time, in 1739. This is not the only Place where Strokes 
occur which bear a fingular Refemblance with thofe of the 
Englifo Author. Mr. Pluche, for Initance, fays, ‘* Let us 

: ‘chufe the Myiteries of E/evfis, thefe are the molt celebrated, 
<< and beit preferved to Pofter: ity, as they were under the Dt- 


‘* re€tion of the firft Magiftrates of Athens. ‘They are alfo 
«¢ the 
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Mean while, one grudges the Labour of a long 
«¢ tedious Reading, no ways compenfated by the 


<¢ Jeaft ufeful Difcovery. The Egyptians you will 
‘s find, indeed, more intelligent than other Nations 


‘© in Matters of Policy and Government ; but as 
<¢ to their boafted Knowledge of Religion and Na- 
‘¢ ture, far from tracing any Remains of it in the 
ss Works | have already quoted, &c. (”)” 

No Wonder the Abbot difcredits the reading of 
antient Authors, fince it overturns his whole Syftem ; 
but it is a new Conceit indeed to forbid the Perufal 
of the Antients, as a Means of obtaining the Know- 
ledge of Antiquity. He has a very odd Syftem to 
propofe, who begins by crying down thofe Works 
which only can give us any Knowledge of the Sub- 
ject in Queftion. - The Authors already mentioned, 
or rather fome Paris of fome of their Works, are 
filled, I own, with overftrained Metaphyficks, yee 
thofe Works, upon the whole, are far from deferving 
the Abbot’s Cenfures, He fpares as little the Abili- 
ties of chefe Authors, as he does their Learning: 

They are, fays he, without Connexion, without 
“ Uuility, without Dignity, moft tedious to read, 
‘© and no ple fing Difcov very is to be met with In 
‘¢ their Writings.” ‘Thefe Strokes went certainly 
from the Abbot in the Heat of Compofition; he is 
a Perfon of too much Senfe and Judgment to expect 
his Opinion fhould over-rule that of Antiquity. 
As to ‘what he adds, that the Ex yprians are repre- 
fented in thote Works as very fkilful in Policy, 
without underftanding Nature ; and as great Ma- 


‘* the moft ancient, and the fame with thofe of Bs pt, Tom. t. 
“ pay. 398. Second Edition.” Here too Mr. Warburtox icems to 
have copied from our Abbot: The Oppofit Hida alto in th 
Points wherein they differ, the Manner: for “Inte nce, of 
Mr. Pluche’s errs: that the Gods are out of the Que Ati 0 in 
the Myfteries, againit what Mr. Warturten has particuls rly en- 
deavoured to make out ; ; this, I fay, has fomething in it no lefs 
ftriking. 
(7) fom. 1. p. 38°. Sec. Edit. 


fters 
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{ters of Government, without Knowledge of Reli- 
gion: This, I confefs, is a Myftery above my Con. 
ception; for the Antients, 1 am perfuaded, have 
always regarded thefe Ideas as infeparable. 

Lam the lefs able to underftand how the Abbot 
can reject the Authority of antient Authors, fince he 
does not confine his Explanations to the Hiftory of 
thofe Ages which preceded them, (though even here 
their Authority is the only one that can do any Ser- 
vice) but he. pretends, befides, that his Syftem is 
that of the Hiftorical Ages ; in which Cafe the 
above-mentioned Authors muft either have been ig- 
norant of what paffed in their own Times, or fo un- 
faithful as to deliver us Accounts direétly contrary 
to Truth. *“* In his Opinion, the moft diftinguifhed 
<< amongft the Romans who travelled into Greece, 
‘¢ finding nothing but Confufon and Uncertainty, 
¢¢ often mere Abfurdity, in the Notions and Difputes 
¢¢ of Philofophers about the Nature of the Gods, 
‘¢ feldom failed being initiated into the Myfteries of 
©¢ Ceres, and thofe of Samothracia, or of Lemnos; 
«¢ they expected that in that Part of the * Tyfteries 
«6 called the clear Sight of Truth, they fhould learn 
«s at laft who were thofe Gods, at whofe Number, 
«< Functions and Conduct, they were much offended ; 
«¢ but the Celebration of the Myfteries once over, 
¢< they were furprized that nothing had been taught 
«s them concerning thefe Deities, and that the Senfe 
«© of the Figures they had feen was reduced to the 
«¢ Regulations of Agriculture, hitherto very imper- 
«s feét ; to the Advantages of Peace, and to Juttice, 
<¢ which laft entitles us to the Hopes of a better 
«s Life. The Initiated were not told, your Gods are 
<¢ wo Gods ; but thefe being fhewn them, the whole 
‘¢ was fo explained as to become Leffons of Con- 
sc duét, or Signs of certain Truths proper for the 
ss Regulation of human Life (¢).” 


(o) Tom. 1. p. 399. Sec. Edit. I 
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Ic is certain, the Origin of Agriculture and of 
Civil Inftitutions were celebrated in the Myfteries, 
The Abbot is far from rejeéting the Proofs of a 
Fact which agrees fo well with his Sentiments, and 
for this only Reafon, I much doubt, he fets himfelf 
againft any Authority which contradicts what he 
ftrives to eftablifh. Cicero fays, ** that by the Help 
<¢ of the Myfteries we have learned how to fub- 
“¢ fift(p) 3” and the Abbot tells us that ¢¢ this Paf 
«¢ fage, though very fhort, teaches all we wanted 
‘to know(7).” He does the fame with all his 
Quotations from Antiquity ; they always mean what 
he wifhes they fhould, and he explains them all in 
an exclufive Manner. But was there ever any Thing 
clearer than feveral Paflages of the Ancients, which 
teach us that the Gods were Men (7) deified after 

Death ? 


w“~ 


(p) Ilis myfteriis— principia vite cognofcimus. 
(7) Tom. 1. p. 402 & 403. Second dition, 


(7) But wa: there ever any Thing clearer than feveral Paffages of 
the Ancients, awhich teach “us that tir Gids Were Men deified after 
Death ? Nothing has fo much contributed to difguife the true 
State of Antiquity as the Spirit of Syfitem. Of this we fee a 
Gagrant Initance in cur Abbot’s Hiffory of the Heavens. He 
mutt needs make it out that the Origin of Idolatry arifes from 
fome miftaken Symbols of Agriculture, in fhort, from the Fi- 
gures of an Egyptian Alphabet ; and in order to this, the Dei- 
fication of Mortals, amougil other Whings, muit, in Spite of all 
Antiquity, be flatly denied. But whoever deeply confiders the 
Character of the human Mind, will find out, I could almoft fay ¢ 
Pood, that fuch Deifications muit have been the chief Grounds 
of idolatry. It meav be pioved, however, that as the Love 
and Veneration the frit [nhabitants of the Earth had for the 
true God, mainly flowed from their Gratitude, thofe who 
greatly deferved of them, got, in Confequence, their Share of 
that fame Love and Veneration: ‘They were thought the Fa- 
vourites of Heaven, and their former Power of being benefi- 
cent by no means loft by their Death, but rather increafed ; 
no Wonder therefore if Anniverfary Feaits came to be cele- 
brated to their Memory, Statues and Altars gradually erected, 
and Inyocations at latt direéted to them as fo many tutelary 
Deities. But as the Demonftration of this mutt prove a fatal 
Blow 
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Blow to the Abbot’s whole Syflem, I fhall confirm what my 
Author fays about it, by the tollowing Obiervztions. 

1. The religious Worfhip of the aot ancient Nations 
plainly fhews that their Gods were in general mere dead Mor- , 
tals. It is certain, the beft Part of its Ceremonies were taken 
from the commen Rites of Funerals. Baruch {peaks as follows 
of the B :dylonian Prieits, Chap. 6, ‘* They fit in their Temples, 
‘s their Clothes rent, and their Heads and Beards fhaven— 
“© They roar and cry before their Gods as Men do at the Featt 
‘« when one is dead.”” ‘lo the fame Purpofe, the Sacrifices, 
to which che Daughters of Mcad invited the J/rae/ites, are 
called in the cvith Pfalm, Sacrifices to the Dead. As to the 
Egyptians, 1 have read fomewhere that Xexop/ anes of Colophon 
ufed to fay, “‘ That if they believed thofe they worfhipped 
‘* were truc Gods, they cught not to lament over them ; or 
‘* if chey would lament, they ought to think they were 
“ no Gods.” This laft Conclufion Lucan rightly draws from 
their Lamentations againit their chief Deity, 


Et quem tu plangens hominem tefaris Ofirim. 


According to Diodorus Siculus, Lid. 1. and Plutarch, in his Trea- 
tife of Jis and Ofis, thele two great Gods of Egypt had been 
beneficent Princes, who owed their Deification to the Vene- 
ration and Gratitude of their Subjedts. 

z. The erecting Statues almoft over all the Heathen World, 
is another Demonitration that the Generality of ancient Geds 
fprung from human Nature. Heredorus gives it as a Reafon 
why they were not ufed by the Perfians, as they were by the 
Greeis, ws mtv tuot donécw, crt an avdcaTePueas fvomica THs 
Sess xabamep of “FAaAnves, ceva. “© Whit I take to be their 
“« Reaion (of erecting no Statues to their Gods) is, that they 
‘* do not believe, like the Gree/s, that they are of human Race, 
“ £:5. 131.” From this, and many more Authorities, too 
long to relate, it is plain St. Feom rightly defined the Nature 
of idols or Statues, when he faid, Ldola intelligimus imagines 
mortucrum, Com. in Iie, c. 37." 

3. There is hardly any Heathen Nation in Antiquity but 
can tell the Lirth, the Offspring, the Death, and the very 
Tombs of their respective Gods. In thort, I infiit upon it, 
that Men deified were once the moft univertal Objcéts of re- 
lizious Worfhip. Varro goes fo far as to affert, there were 
hardly any Gods mentioned by Heathen Writers but fuch as had 
been Mortals. J omnibus litteris Paganusrum aut non invenirt 
aut vix inveniri Deos qui homines non fuerint. Aug. de Civ. Dei. 
J,8. ¢.26. Pliny the Elder, upon mentioning Ve/pafian, and 
other Roman Heroes who had been advanced among the Gods, 
fays, Hic of vetuftiffimus refcrendi bene merentibus gratian a 
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Death (7)? Will the Abbot reject thofe we have 
yuoted from Sc. Clement of Alexandria, St. Cyprian, 


ut tales numinibus adfcribentur, quispe &9 aliorum nominaDeoram,—~ 
ex bominum nata sunt meritis Hiit Nat. Lib. 11. ¢.7. Cicero, who 
thought, as we have already ieen, thateven Dii majorum gentium 
had once been mere Mortals, introduces other Philofophers 
afferting the fame Fatt. Noa /olum bec etas (lay they) fed tora 
pofleritas reperti adimenti gratid repertores ut Deos omnium clariffi- 
mo; honora unt. De Nat Deor. Lib. 1. Tel/y indeed afterwards re- 
futes thefe Philosophers, but it is on other Accounts ; their above 
quoted Opinion he takes care not to meddle with. But what fhall 
T fay of Diodorus Siculus ? Let any Man but look over the firk 
Books of his Hiftory, he will find them chiefly employed to 
fhew, that not only the Egrprians, but almoft all ancient Na- 
tions, had hardly any other Gods but Men deified. I fhall end 
this overgrown Note with a Paflage of Hefiod, who, being a 
very old Writer, muft have known, if any one ever did, fome- 
tuing of the Faét in Queftion. 


Toi wiv Azimovés cios Aras pmeyadas die Pwrag, 
"Eodaot, easxOovios, Guraxes Jntav avOppawav, 
TlAsteds (ai, wat t870 yeeas BariaAyioy toxer. 


Which Verles Macrobius tranflates thus : 
Indigetes Divi fato fummi J ovis bi fant 
Quondam hoxines, modo cum fuperis humana tuentes, 
Laigi ac munifici, 4s egum nunc quoque nadti. 
See thefe Verfes, and fome more to the fame Purpofe, in 
H fioa’s Opera &F Dies, from the 111th to the 125th. 

And now what fhall we think of that Egyptian Alphabet, 
from whole miftaken Figures our Abbot derives the Heathen 
Deities ? Shall we depend on the unfupported Whims of a 
luxuriant Imagination ? or tholl we not rather fide with the op- 
polite Sentiments of ancient Hiltorians, Mythologifts, and Phi- 
loiophers ? Infhort, of all thofe creditable Writers, who, in the 
Fact argued upon, are the beit kind of Evidence we can pofli- 
bly require? 

(r) According to the Abbot's Syftem, the Heathens wor- 
fhipped not Stars and dead Men, but only the Letters of an 
Alphabet; yet he feems to have torgot this very Syitem of his, 
in the 47¢th Page of his fisit Volume, Second Edition. 
“ Whilft, fays he, all Nations went aftray, worfhipping dead 
“* Men, or the Sun, or the Heavens, or even the Univerfe, 
“as an eternal God, the People entruited with the Pro- 


“* mifes, (3c, 
R 2 and 
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and St. 4uftin ? Does not the very Attention of an- 
cient Nations to perpetuate in fo folemn a Manner 
the Remembrance of the Origin of Agriculture, 
prove how fenfible they were of the Benefits they 
reaped from that Invention? Does it not afford a 
{trong Prefumption, as we have already hinted, 
that a fuperftitious Gratitude muit have made them 
look on the Inventors as fo many Gods? 

This is not a bare Conjecture ; Eu/ebius, as com- 
pleat a Judge as ever was of the Sentiments of An- 
tiquity, gives it out as a notorious and certain Fact, 
This learned Father tells us, that in the firft Ages 
of the World, thofe who excelled in Wifdom, or 
Strength, or ‘Valour, thofe who had invented or 
improved Arts, and had very eminently contributed 
to the common Welfare of Mankind, were deified 
during their Lives, or immediately after Death (7). 
This, » Exfebius had himfelf drawn from one of the 
moft ancient and venerable Hiftories ; ; I mean, the 
Phenician Hiltory of Sanchoniatho, where we find 
an exact Account of the Origin of "Hero-Worhhip, 
and are exprefly told, ** they were deified immediate- 
‘sly after Death, when the Remembrance of their 
“< Benefits were ftill recent amoneft Men, when they 
‘* were in a manner abforbed in lively "Sentiments 
‘© of a deep Gratitude, and their Hearts and Minds 
“ were fired with that Love and Admiration,” fo 
finely defcribed by the Britifh Poet in his E/ffay on 
Man: 


>Iwas Virtue only (or in Arts or Arms) 
Diffufing Bleffings, or averting Harms : 

The fame, which in a Sire the Sons obey’d ; 
A Prince, the Father of a People made ; 
On him their fecond Providence they hung, 
Their Law bis Hye, their Oracle bis Tongue : 


(t) Prepar. Evang. lib. 1. cap. 5. 
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He from the wond’ring Furrow call'd the Food, 
Taught to command the Fire, controul the Flood, 
Draw forth the Monfters of th’ Abyfs profound, 
And fetch th’ aerial Eagle to the Ground. 


The Sentiments already mentioned were the firft 
Caufe of Idolatry amongft a People, as yet, fimple 
and ignorant; and no Wonder, if Men of this 
Character were inclined to reverence as fo many 
Gods, thofe who had taught them to bring the very 
Elements into Subjection. Thefe great Benefactors 
became the Theme of their Hymns, Panegyrics, 
and Homages; and we may eafily obferve, in 
thofe ancient and ignorant Ages, they whofe Me- 
mory has been confecrated by a religious Worfhip, 
are the only Perfons whofe Names have efcaped 
Oblivion. : 
In later Times, when Circumftances were alike, 
we have feen fome Men become the Objects of Di- 
vine Worfhip with as much Eafe and Suecefs as the 
ancient Heroes, Ofris, Jupiter, or Belus. The 
Truth is, Nature in general proceeds with an uni- 
form Step (8); the Apotheofis indeed of Alexander 
and 

(8) The Truth is, Nature in genera! proceeds with an uniform 
Step.| The furprifing Likenefs allowed to be in the Opinions 
and Cuftoms of moft Religions, arifes not fo much from Imi- 
tation, that is, ‘* from a Defign of copying after or borrowing 
‘* from one another,” as is generally believed. This indeed may 
be the Cafe, when an Opinion or a Rite equally admitted in 
different fucceflive Worfhips has fomething very odd in itfelf, 
and no ways anfwerable to the obvious Suggeitions of a 
human Mind. Thus fome particular Cap, or religious 
Garment, &&c. ufed alike by Prieits of different Worthips, 
may be a Practice borrowed and continued from one another : 
But when the Cafe is otherwife, there is great Reafon to 
think that the Original of a religious Similitude is no 
other but the Bent of one common Nature improved by Rea- 
fon, or debafed by Superftition. It is plainiy this common 
Nature, improved by Reafon, which has made the fucceffive 
Generations of Men concur in the fame real Diftin@ion be- 
tween Moral Good and Evil ; and it is the fame Nature, de- 
R 3 bafed 
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bafed by Superflition, and not Imitation, that in like Cir- 
cumftances wrought the like Eff-éts on Chriftian Rome, which 
it had caufed before on the Pagan City ; both thefe, for Inftance, 
independently from one another, were natuiaily drawn firfi to 
venerate, and then to deify Men confpicuous for their Worth 
and their Beneficence. ‘Thus the {uperititions Honours pzid to 
Martyrs arofe by no Means from a View of imit«ting Hero- 
Worfhip, but ‘¢ upon the Converfion of the Empire to tie 
‘«* Chrittian Faith (s), when the Church found itfelf fupported 
“ by the Laws, and invefted with Authority, it is natural to 
Imagine, that one ef the firtt A@s of her Power, weuid be 
to render all due Honours to the Memory of thofe Martyss 
“© by whote Blood fhe had obtained it. 1 his therefore was the 
** peculiar Zeal and Devotion of tnat Age 5 in Contequence of 
which it was a kind of Fafhion for the new Converts, who. 
were of eminent Birth and Fortune, to bui!d Churcies at 
their own Expence, to the Honour ot the Martyrs.”” Now if 
it be natural to imagine, with the learned Author of tie Letier, 
that there exceflive Honours, which ioon grew up to a religious 
Worfhip, took their firit Rife from the Caafe above-mention ¢, 
were it not unneceffiry, if not prepofierous, to derive them from 
a pretended Defign in Ciriitians to vie with or imitate Hero- 
Worfhip, the very Articie, by the Way, of Pagan Religion, 
which they held in tie greateit Horror? 

Again, how came Pictures and Lnoges to be firft fet up in 
Chriitian Churches? was it with a View to inmitste and vie 
with the Pomp of Heathen Worfhip ? b. no Means, ‘* The 
«* yeal Defign was (as the Author of a Letter from Rome jultly 
‘© obferves) to do Honour to the Memory of the Martyrs, and 
‘< to edify the People by the Example of tieir Lives 5 but,above 
«< all,-as Paulinus, one of the Introducer: of them, declares, to 
‘¢ draw the Heathens the more eatily to the Faith of Chritt; 
‘“« fince by flocking in Crowds to g.ze at the Finery of theie 
‘s Paintings, and by expiaining to each other the Stories they 
reprefented, they would gradually acquire a Revererce for 
<< that Relizion which infpired fo much Virtue and Piety ito 1s 
‘© Profeffors.” 

Now, what has Imitation to do with all this? If thele be 
the true and fificient Reatons ‘as it muit be granted tuey are) 
which at firft induced Chrifiians to fet up images, 1s if not certain 
they would have fet them up neverthelefs, though they hae 
never known the like was practifed amongit the Heathens? As 
what I deliver on this Subj is cut of pure Regard to ‘Truth, J 
hope it will give no Offence toacertain eminent Writer, whom I 
know to be a fincere Lover of it; my differing from him, If 
this particular Queition, hinders me not froin admiring bis 
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(s) See Pof{cript to a Letter from Rome, p. 241. 
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and C@/far have been laughed at, but why ? becaufe 
the Nations amongft whom they lived were already 
too knowing. The Cafe of one Odin, Contempo- 
rary with Julius Cefar, proved quite otherwife, 
The Nations of the North raifed him above all 
their Gods(z). This they did becaufe they were fa- 
vage and ignorant ; andit 1s only before fuch, this 
deifying Farce can ever be acted with Applaufe. 

Tacitus tells us, it was a general Cuftom amongft 
the Northern Nations to deify their great Men, not 
as the Romans did, through mere Flattery, and with- 
out an inward Perfuafion, but on a Principle of 
Faith and Sincerity. — ** Then did reign Pelleds, 
“ (fays that Hiftorian in bis Hiftory of the Germans) 
‘¢ thought at firfta Prophe-efs, buc afterwards rank- 
‘ed, by growing Superftition, amongft the Dei- 
“ties, In the Reign of Ve/pafan, (fays again the 
‘¢ fame Author) we have feen /’e/l-d7 for a long 
‘© Time, and by many Nations, efteemed and adored 
‘© asa Divinity. In Times patt they likewife wor- 
“ fhipped urinia, and feveral more, from no 
‘© Complaifance or Effort of Flattery, nor as Deities 
‘© of their own creating (w).” In thefe laft Wards 
Abilities, which are, in my Opinion, inferior to nothing but 
his Moral Charaéier. 

fu) Odinus fupremus eft & Antiquifimus Afaram qui omnes 
res gubernat 5; atqueetizm fh cxtert cu potentes fint, omnes 
tamen ipfi inferviunt ut putri liberi Cum lompeius Dux 
quidam Romanorum orientem bellis infeftaret, Odinus ex Afia 
huc in Septentrionem fugiebit: Edda Snarronis apud Thom. Bar- 
tolin de Antiq. Danic. p. 648 & 652. 

(ww) Ea virgo (Velieda) nationis Bructere late imperitabat : 
Vetere apud Germanos more quo plerafque fozininaram fa- 
tidicas & angefcente fuperflitione arbitrantur Deas. V idi- 
mus fub Divo Velpafiano Velledam dia apad plerefque numinis 
loco habitam. Sed & olim Auriniem & complures ahas venerati 
fant, non adulatione nec tanquam fucercnt Deas. Tac. Hift. 
Lib. 4. 

* « The Aathor is miftaken in lis Quotation. The frft 
Part, indeed, as far as Pidimus, belongs to the fourth Book 
‘‘ of the Hittories of Tacitus, but the reft is taken from the 
‘* Beginning of his Treatile of Germans. 
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the Hiflorian plainly alludes to the unfincere Deifi- 
Cations among the Romans, and infinuates that thote 
amongft the Northern Nations were quite of an- 
other Nature. 

Ezekiel clearly confirms, (Chap. 28. Ver...) 
That Kings were often deified in their Life-time: 
Thine Heart is lifted up (fays God to the King of 
Tyre by the Mouth of this Prophet) Thou haji faid 
TamaGod, I fit inthe Seat of God, in the Midft 
of the Seas, yet thou arta Man and not Ged: Wilt 
thou yet fay Lam God? But thou fhalt be a Man 
and no God in the Hand of hin that flayeth thee (x). 
Thefe Paffages feem to indicate, that the Subje&ts of 
the King of Zyre paid him an idolatrous Worfhip 
even inhis Lite-time, and he very likely became 
afterwards one of the Greek Neptunes : ?T 1s certain 
the Rabbins have thought fo, fince, according to 
St. Jerom, they make him live a thoufand Years. 

Under Pretence of explaining Antiquity, the 
Abbot quite confounds and overturns it. His Chi- 
mera is, © That all the civil and religious Cuftoms 
‘© of the Antients proceed from Agriculture, and 
«© even the Gods and Goddefles fprurg from this 
« fruitful Harveft.? But if there be two Faéts 
which Scepticifm itfelf in its Fits of Sincerity 
durft not call in Queftion ; ’tts certainly thefe ‘* that 
“ the idolatrous Worfhip cf the heavenly Bodies 
owes its firft Rife to their fenfible Influence on fub- 
¢¢ Junary Things, (9) and that the tutelary Gods 
6¢ of the Heathens were Men deified after D death, 
¢< and worfhipped on Account of their Benefits to 
¢¢ Mankind, or their Fellow Citizens.’ Who would 

have 

(x) Chap. 18. ver. 2&9. 

(9) The Tdviatrous Worfbtp of the heavenly Dodies ores its firft 
Rife to th vir ferfiile Influence on ful lunary ines .] This Paliage 
of our Acthor requires (ome Explenation: ‘The Worfhip of the 
Stars never arofe (at Jealt in my Opinion) from any natural In- 
Satace or Qualities at firfl fappoied inthem. Had there been 


indecd a ‘Time when there was no religious Worfhi ip in the 
Wor'd, 
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World, the amazing Beauty of the Sun and Moon, and Flanets, 
their immente Ufe, their acting fo vifibly the Part of a Providence, 
might have fo far deceived the grofs Apprehenfions of -Man- 
kind, as to render hele, without looking any farther, the Ob- 
jects of their Adoration. But, "as obvious enough, Srar-Wor- 
{hip never was or could ever be introduced in this Manner. It 
may rather be proved from Hiltory, that it chiefly began in 
the following Way: The true God was only worfhipped in 
the Beginning:; and in this Worfhip were Children early 
trained up by their Fathers, who taught them likewife to 
pay a high Veneration to the Imitators of the fupreme 
Giver of all good Things; to Thole, I mean, who had 
found out the Conveniencies and Bleflings of Life: Which Vene- 
ration foon rofe, as I have already fhewn, to a religious Wor- 
fhip. But Superitition, dire€ted by judicial Aftronomy, went 
{till farther; it graduaily enthoned moft Ccified Heroes in thofe 
radiant Orbs, which, on this Account, have been fince called 
aftertheir Names: Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Fenus, Mercury, &ce. 
came to be worfhipped in, and infenfibly con‘ounded with, their 
refpective Planets. ‘Thus did the Adoration of the heavenly Bo- 
dies take its chief Rife from Hero-Worfhip. This I could eafily 
confirm by numerous Quoiations from creditable Writers; a- 
mongit whom we may reckon Pliny, that great Searcher of An- 
tiquity : ** Alicrum nomina Deoywm,” fays he, “* & que tn- 
‘¢ pra retuli fiderum ex hominum nata {unt meritis.” Hitt, Nat. 
lib. 2. cap. 7. Plutarch, (Treatife of 7/s and Ofris) to the 
fame Purpote, tells us, the Egyptian Priefis afficm of their tute- 
lary Deities, not only of thofe that are immortal, but likewife of 
their deified Heroes, That sas Yuyes tv tearg Adureay acca, 
That their Souls i/luminate the Stars in Heaven. A Star theretore 
was often ufed in the Egyptian Hiercg'yphics, as a Symbol of 
their Men-Geds: ‘This, as well as Rays of Light, was their come 
mon Jxfignia ail over the World. Lucan7. v. 453. 


Fulminibus manes, radiis ornabit, & aftris. 


We are told the fame by Sueton‘us, in his Life of Fulius Cafare 
‘© In Deorum numerum (Cziar) relatus elt, non ore modo de- 
“« cernentium fed & periuafione vulgi. Si quidem ludis gucs 
‘* primo confecratos €i heres Augufius edebat, fella crinita per 
‘* {eptem dies continuos effulfit, exoriens circa undecimam ho- 
“ram. Creditumgue eft animam effe Cefaris in Ccelum re- 
‘* cepti, & bac de cavfa fimulacro ejus in vertice additur ftella.” 
Since the Writing of this Note, I have perufed with more than 
ordinary At‘ention the Proofs biovght by the learned Mr. J?’ar. 
burton ( Div. Leg. in various Places ) to fhew that the moft ant.ent 
Idolatry aro‘e from the Worfhip ot the heavenly Bodies, on the 
mere Account of their fenfible Influence on fublunary Things: 
What he fays on this Subje&t carries, I muft confefs, a great 
Weight 
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have thought thefe could have been denied by one 
who pretends to know, and propofes toexplain An- 
tiguity ? Bur ’cis neither Gods nor Men that can ftand 
againita Syftem. The above Faéts, the Abbot af- 
firms, areal] illufion; Antiquity, in his Opinion, 
never Knew any thing of this Matter, nor were 
ever the heavenly Bodies worfhipped on account of 
their Influences ; Ofris, Z/s, Jupiter, Pluto, Nep- 
rttne, Mercury, the very Hero-Demi-Gods, he 
tells us, never exifled ; ; thefe pretended Deities were 
mere Charaéters of an antient Alphabet, mere 
Figures, calculated for the Inftruction of the Lay p- 
tian 'iushandman : Hieroglyphics are almoft 
wholly confired to bare Agriculture, and the Ule 
of Kalendars, which fuppotes, s, either that they 
were not originally d efigned to exprefs the Thoughts 
of Menon any Su! sett, or that the T houghts of 
thofe fimous Antients, who have eftablifhed and 
ruled Societies, were holly abforbed in the mere 
Cares cf Agriculture: Agriculture, in fhort, is 
the main, the oe Bafis of the Abbot’s Syflem; 
whatever elle is mnferted init 1s barely for Ornament. 
This Hypothefis‘may be confidered as the Over- 
Sowings of a luxuriant Imagination ; tts like that 
antient Slime, the Tnundations ef the Nile fpread 
over the fertile Plains of Egypt, which, hemmg heared 
up toa Ferment by the powerful Rays of the Sun, 
broughe forth Men and Monflers ir Abundance : 
The Gods of our Abbor fem to fhoot up from the 
Furrows, as i is faid it formerly happened to the 
God Tuzes. (:) 


Weizht along withit; and tho’ | am not convinced, yetI think 
it incumbent upon me to a¢vife my Reader not to reft on what I 
have advanced, before he compares it with what the above- 
mentioned Author urgesin behalf of the contrary Opinion. 


(vy) Tages quidem dicitur, in agro Tarquinienfi, cum terra 
araretur, & fulcus altius eflet impreffus, extitifle repente, & 
eum adfatus effe qui arabat, &c. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. z. 


cap. 23 


If 
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If it be asked on what Foundation does the 
Abbot Plache build fo extraordinary a Syftem? I 
anfwer, on the fame Kind of Reafons as learned I- 
maginations have hitherto ufed in behalf of all their 
falle Opinions about the Mythology of the Antients. 
Thete Reafons are the Likneffes they find between 
the Heathen Gods and what they fubfticute in their 
Stead, confirmed by fome Etymologies drawn from 
the Eaffern Languages. On fuch like Principles 
the learned Bifhop duet pretended, that the antient 
Fables were the Corruption of Fewi/p Hiltory. On 
the fame Foundation likewife Mr. Fourmonr thought 
he had difcovered the Pagan Deities amongft the 
Patriarchs; he aflures us, accordingly, that a certain 
Chronos, mentioned in the Fragments of Sanchonia- 
tho, related by Eufebius, was Abrabam the Father 
of the Faithful. 

This Chronos indeed (as we read in the Fragments) 
revolted againft his Father, and made ot him a 
thorough Eunuch, he buried his Brothers ative, 
and killed his own Son and Daughter; he was an 
Idolater, and had deified feveral Perfons of his 
Family : But all this to Mr. Fourmont are trifling 
Difparities; confident asheis of the Truthof his 
Syftem, as much as our Abbot may be of his own, 
he cries out, ‘Lo deny that 4brabam and he only is 
here meant, fhews a Man incurably affected with 
{piritual Blindnefs. , 

After having fubfticuted to a real Thing, an 
arbitrary Notion, to the Exiftence of the Hea- 
then Gods, the Idea of fymbolical Figures, it 
was eafy to find out infinite Relations between 
thefe Figures and the main Properties of Agricul- 
ture; ** Phisis, fzys our Abbot, to reduce all the 
“© Errors of Paganifm to a Principle moft plain 
“* and fimple.” But how will he prove the Juftnefs 
of that Principle, and the Truth of the Confe- 
quences 
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quences he draws from it? Why, he proves them 
alternately, one by the other ; the Principle by the 
Confequence, and the Confequence by the Prin- 
ciple. Whenever he wants to fhew that a Hiero- 
glyphic, which was taken for the real Figure of a 
God, is only a Symbol of Agriculture, he fuppofes 
it cannot be fuch a real Figure, becaufe the Gods 
never exifted ; he then from hence concludes that it 
is a Symbol, and by the mere Dint of his Will and 
Pleafure, he makes it a Symbol of Agriculture: 
On the other Side, does he want to prove that there 
never were any Heathen Deities ? He theh takes for 
granted, that the Hieroglyphic, which was thought 
a real Reprefentation of a God, was only a Sym- 
bol of Agriculture. Would notone think, by this 
Way of arguing, that when the Abbot runs down 
the Works that have been wrote on the Art of 
Reafoning, it is merely to give Credit to his Syf- ’ 
tem? The Truth is, Men act not always with con- 
fiftent Views, they are often the firft Bubbles of 
their own Conceits: This Obfervation is likewife 
made good by the Abbot’s Care in difcrediting an- 
cient Authors. 

Befides the falfe Way of Reafoning of our Abbot, 
we may farther obferve, that he all along fuppofes 
the Symbolical Hieroglyphics were anterior to. the 
fimple ones, (10) which reprefented the real Figure 
of what was to be exprefled ; an Opinion utterly 
oppofite to Truth, and the natural Courfe of . 
Things. To fet this Obfervation in its full Light, 
*twere neceflary to examine the Birth, the Progrefs, 
the Variations, and Corruption of the Ufe of Hie- 

(10) Symébelical Hieroghphics aie anterior to fimple ones.) This 
Obtervation of our Abbot is as natural and <rue, as if ne had 
afferted, that Short-Hand was fourd out before the Invention of 
common Letters: But of this and Hieroglyphics in general, fee 
Div. Leg. Lid. 4, Se. 4. There you will find fuch original 


Refearches on this Subjeét as fuffice alone to characterife their 
Author a Primary Gentus. 


roglyphics 
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roglyphics; tracing ;clofely the Steps of Nature 
through all her Ways of inftructing Men in the 
Art of expreffing their Thoughts to one another. 
To this fhould likewife be joined a deep Know- 
ledge of whatever ancient Hiftory has tranfmitted 
to us on that Subject. But this very curious Enquiry, 
which would prove a compleat Refutation of the 
Abbot, would draw us much too far. The Rea- 
der will find it thoroughly and moft judicioufly 
handled in the fecond Volume of the Divine Lega- 
tion of Mofes. We fhall only obferve, that Re- 
courfe began firft to be had to fymbolical Signs, 
when the Nature of Things could not be repre- 
fented by their real Figures. Thefe Signs, when 
firft ufed, had fome Affinity with the Thing de- 
figzned, but became afterwards more arbitrary. 
The Reader of the Abbot Pluche willeafily obferve, 
that he produces few Examples of real and fimple 
Figures, tho’ moft Things proper to Agriculture 
might have been exprefied by them; having fup- 
pofed all Hieroglyphics fymbolical, he has Liberty 
enough to explain them as he pleafed, and to af- 
cribe to them unthought-of Relations and Like- 
nefles, fuch as fuited beft to the ldeas of his fruirful 
{magination. : 

Thefe Relations and Likeneffes are apt, at firft 
Sight, to impofe upon the Reader, fo artfully have 
they been multiplied by the Abbot; yet a {mall 
Share of Refleétion will foon unfold this whole 
Myftery. The Abbot has given an immenfe Ex- 
tentto his Views, he comprehends in his Syftem of 
Agriculture, no lefs than the Earth and the whole 
Heavens, Now let us take notice that the Agyp- 
tians, to exprefs their Ideas, have naturally made 
ule of all the Hieroglyphics which Nature pre- 
fentedtothem; and that as long as no other Method 
was known, that is, before the human Mind had 
found out Signs which were no real Images, fuch as 

: | the 
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the Letters of the Alphabet, which only exprefs 
Sounds and not Things, ancient Magiftrates and 
‘-Legiflators could only exprefs themfelves to the 
Eyes of the People, on Matters relating ¢izher co 
religious Worfhip and Government of human So- 
ciety, or to Arts and Sciences, and the Hiftory of 
anticat Heroes. Hiftory and common Senfe con- 
cur In teaching us that their Minds muft have been 
filled with theic Objects: To fuppole the conirary 
would be as ablurd as ridiculous, This hierogly. 
phical Way of Enunciation was very imperteét, 
and certainty liable to numberlels Miftakes, when 
for want of real, they had recourle to fymbolical 
Images; theyotten fubitituting the Symbol for the 
Idea. Thus aiter having ufed the Figures of Ani- 
mals and Vegetables to reprefent the Attributes of 
Gods and Herocs, (z) they did fubfticute for thefe 
Gods and Heroes tuole very Animals and Vege- 
tables ; and as they thought them animated by Gods 
hidden under their Figures, they accordingly wor- 
thipped them: This Progrels is fenfible in the In- 
{tance of Ofiris and Apis. 

What was only the Origin of one fingle Branch 
of idolatry, the Aboot is pleated to make the uni- 
verial Caufeot all idolatry. Images borrowed from 
that Diverfity of Objects which the Heavens and the 
Kartii pieient to our View, bearing unavoidably 
fome Kelation to the Productions of Agriculture, 
which, are owing at the lame Time to the Fecun- 


(z) Lhe ideaof Gods muit have preceded the Uie of thofe 
Syiuuuls by whicn they were repreiencd., ‘ihis cannot be 
doubed o', if it be certein that Painting and Scu!pture were 
frit invented to initruét Mankind, and to promote Piety amonglt 
them. In tars Case, the nrit symbols in uie imuit have been 
thuie of Keliyiou and Initrection, ‘Though this fquaies by no 
Means with the Syiiem of our Abbot, yet he hiinielf has 
thought fic to aflure us in plain Terms, ** that Painting and 
*¢ Sculpture were invented for che initruction of Men, and the 
* improvement of Piety. ‘Tom. 1. p. 481. Second Edition. 
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dity of the Earth, and the Influence of the hea- 
venly Bodies, the Abbot concludes from fuch a 
Relation, that Hieroglyphics ought to be explained 
relatively to Agriculture: Thus, what was exprefled 
by them concerning the Gods, Government, and 
Hiftory, becomes, i his Linagination, either an 
Inftruction, or an Inftrument ot Husbandry : He 
has employed the very Monuments of Antiquity to 
mifreprefent it, juit as Father é¢/araouin has made 
ule of Medals to overturn Hittoury ; and all this 
truly is fathered upon us as fo many Explanations 
and [}luftrations: This is indeed to cut the Gordiass 
Knot : Conjectures are brought inco fupplant Faéts, 
and Fancies to run down Truth, One could, i 
think, calily thew, from the fame Principles, that 
the Gods cf hig ypt, initead of proceeding. from 
Agriculture, owe their Ongin, rather tothe Games 
of that Nation, to their Feaits, their Combats, 
their rural Sports, nay even their Cookery ; and 
Eaffern Languages would not want Etymologies to 
countenance thefe various Opinions. Let us now 
conclude, by weighing this lait Kind of Proofs, on 
which the abbot lays a great Strefs. 

The Eaffern Languages, ’tis known, are ex- 
tremely barren, and their Roots being 5 very few, the 
fime Word has been uted of Neceffity i in various 
Senles; hence mult arife a vaft Scope for loofe Ar- 
guments drawn from ill-grounded Etymologies, 
Spinoza has abuled this Flexibilicy ci the Hebrew 
Terms in his Attempts againft the Religion cf 
Mo/fes ; and that under Pretence of explaining Prophe- 
cies, and reducing them) to their true fimple original 
Senfe, by the Etymology and iaift Signification of 
Hebrew Roots; dealing thus with true Revelation 
as the Abbor has done with Eleathen Mythology. 
The Senfe of a Word, fingly conlidered, is cften, in 
any Language, either uncertain or obicure 5 but be- 
comes very “clear when joined to other Exurcifions 
fit 
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fit to determine its Signification ; but fince, in ety. 
mological Deductions, every Word is confidered 
fingly, its Meaning muft often grow doubttul, and 
in confequence arbitrary ; fo that there is no build. 
ing on fuch a Foundation a folid and well-grounded 
KReaioning, This is ftill lefs poffible in the Oriens 
tal Languages than any others, for the Reafon I 
have already given. The Example of the Learned 
who have gonethis way to Work, to eftablifh their 
oppofite Syftems, confirms this beyond Exception, 
And firft Jec us examine the Caie of our Abbot: 
His Aim being to make out, by etymological Evi- 
dences, that the Gods {pring from Agriculture, he 
pitches on any Hebrew Word that may fignify 
a Plow-Share, or an Ear of Corn, and that bears 
fome Refemblance in the Sound with the Name of 
fome Greek God ; hence he concludes this God is 
nothing elfe but a Type of Musbandry. To pro- 
ceed co other Authors; Meff. Huet and Fourmont 
undertake to fhew that a certain Greek God is 
Mofes or Abvabam: hey feize on tome Etymo- 
logy alike in Sound with fome //ebrew Word ; 
Oe pretends it figaifies a Leader, the other is con- 
vinced it means a.true Believer. Mell. Le Clere 
and #annier, who have transformed the antient 
Gods into fo many Travellers, will tell you, that 
fuch a Word in their Etymology fignifies to travel. 
Up ttaris fome new Wricer with a different Hypo- 
thefis; ‘he?!l ufe the fame Word, and if he finds its 
Hebrew Meaning iquares not witn his Syftem, he'll 
beat about for a proper Signification, which, you 
may depend on it, he will find in the 4rabick, a 
Dialeét of the Hetrew. How widely have thefe 
learned Etymovogitts differed among themfelves on 
the fingle Name of .O/iris ! The Abbot Plucbe de- 
rives it @Oche/i erfs, that is, Zhe Domain of the 
Earth; Mr. Poarmont, d Hofibeiri, the Lnbabitant 
of Seir, a Mountain which was the particular — 
0 
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cf Efau, which is his Ofris; Vofius draws the 
fame Word from Schichor or Sior, one of the 
Namesthe Holy Writers give to the Nile, &c. In 
fhort, Bochart, Gale, Huet, Le Clerc, Lavuv, 
Fourmont, Pluche, all fruitful in etymological Ar- 
euments, differ widely from one another ; and it is 
really diverting to confider with what Art each of 
hem, following the Bent of his peculiar Character, 
applauds his.own Sagacity. Our Abbot does it with 
»modeft and edifying Confidence, truly anfwerable 
to his State and Profeffion. None does ic more 
frankly than Mr. Fourmont, ‘* Durft ever any My- 
‘¢ chologift afirm that he knew the Caufe of thefe 
‘© Denominations ? Here are they found out, I 
«¢ fay, and hiftorically too.” I fhall not now relate 
his Syitem, the reading of which J look upon as- 
the beft’ Means to put one out of Conceit with the 
Authority of Etymologies, Let us hear only with 
what Confidence he fets it forth; mind thefe .Ex- 
preffions, <‘* [ fay then and maintain what .the 
‘© whole Ezrth never knew before — amazing — 
“‘ there is the unqueftionable Origin, ’tis theretore 
‘as clear asthe Day—what more wonderful, &c.” 
Thefe are fo many Forms of Speech that often 
occur in his Critical Reflections on the Hiftory of 
Ancient Nations ; a Work which isa mere Chaos 
of etymological Reafonings. Who can be fur- 
prized at the Uncertainty of etymological Like- 
nefles, when the Refemblance of Things and Ac- 
tions, tho’ far lefs arbitrary, is yet a Rule very 
equivocal and liable to endlefs Miftakes ? The- 
Chronologifts, building upon this wrong Foun- 
dation, have difagreed as much amongft themfelves 
as the Etymologifts ; like thefe they contradict one 
another on the Account of the fame Ofris, who it 
feems is fated to be the favourite Object of their 
ConjeGtures. Mar/bam finds in him the Perfon of 
Cham, Shuckford, the Author of the Connection - of 
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the Sacred and Prophane Hiftory, takes him to be 
Mifraim, and. Newton thinks him to be Sefoftris : 
The Spirit of Syftem has proved to them all a 
never-failing Spring of Miftakes. But to put in 
the cleareft Light the Weaknefs of Proofs drawn 
from Similitude, Jet us examine thofe that might be 
brought by an Egyptian to fhew his Countrymen, 
that King 4rthur, for Inftance, and William the 
Conqueror, were, under various Names, the fame 
individual Perfon. 

t. Arthur and William were both great Warriors, 

2. Both were of fpurious or uncertain-Birth. 

3. Both were in the Management of publick 
Affairs in their early Youth. 

4. Both came from France to recover Britain 
from the Saxons. 

5. Both proved victorious in their Expedition. 

6..Both got the Crown of Britain by Eleétion 
and not by Defcent. | 

7. Both had another Kingdom, befides Britain, 
to which they fucceeded by Right hereditary. 

8. Both went frequently on military Expeditions 
into France. 

g. Both warred there with various Succefs. 

10. Both had half Brothers by the Mother, who 
being made very powerful, and proving guilty of 
manifold Extortions, and Acts of Injuftice, were 
exemplarily punifhed by them. | 

11. Both had rebellious Sons or Nephews, whom 
they met in the Field, fought with in Perfon, and 
fubdued. 

12. Both reigned upwards of fifty Years ; 

13. Andboth died in War. 

Here is an Example fit to convince Criticks with 
how great a Caution they are to build Syitems on 
Proofs drawn from Likeneffes, even in Things and 
Actions, but ftill more in Etymologies which are 
far more loofe and uncertain. 

There 











Art.18, For APRIL, 1743. 253 


There is amongft that Tribe of Men called Au- 
thors, a veryodd Turn of Mind. Dothey propofe 
to write Hiftory, they’ll deal in Romance, and if 
they defign us a Romance, they give us an Hiftory. 
The World is overfpread with romantic Hiftories, 
and hiftorical Romances. He who fhould inquire 
after Truth runs after Fable, and he who ought to 
look for Invention, fubftitutes in the Room of it 
bare and fimple Truth. 

This Oddnefs may eafily be obferved both in the 
Hiftory of the Heavens and the Romance of Sethos : 
This laft Work being far fitter than the firft to give 
us juft Ideas of the Wifdom of antient Egypt. 

Tho’ the Work of the Abbot Pluche feems at 
firft to be the Fruits of a ferious Application, we 
cannot eye it at the Bottom, but as an ingenious 
Sport of his Imagination, much like thofe Exer- 
cifes in moft of the Latin Schools of France called 
fEnigmas; you will find in both che fame Kind of 
Invention, of Amufement, and even of Inftruc- 
tion: For inthefe Exercifes, they carefully intermix 
moral and edifying Reflections, Thus a Piéture is 
expofed to public View, which a young Scholar 
undertakes to explain, and this he does juft as our 
Abbot has explained the Antiquities and Hierogly- 
phics of Evypt: all the Figures of the Aénigmatical 
Picture are confidered as Symbols and Allegories ; 
and the Art confifts in framing from thefe Figures 
any Syftem whatever, provided it be not the true 
one. The Abbot his begun in like Manner, by 
eying Antiquity as an /enigma, taking this. Word’ 
in its proper Senfe, not barely.as an Hiftory, often 
obfcure, and fometimes uncertain, butas a Defcrip- 
tion or Piéture where every thing is expreffed by fym- 
bolical Figures: He next explains this Enigma his 
owa Way ; and it muft be owned, his Explanations, 
confidered asa mere Exercife of his Invention, (the 
Only Light they can be viewed in) deferve the 
Praife of being ingenious and enteriaining. 

S 2 AR Ti- 
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AR TiC. xx. 


A Defcription of Hotranp: Or, The pre- 
Jent State of the United Provinces, wherein 
1s contained a particular Account of the 
Hacue, and all the principal Cities and 
Towns of the RePpuBuic, with their Build- 
ings, Curtofities, &c. of the Manners and 
Cuffoms of the Durcuy; their Conftitution, 
Legiflature, Sovereign Courts, Minifiry, Re- 
venue, Forces by Sea and Land, Navy, Ad- 
miralty, Bank, Eaft-India Company, Navi- 
gation,Commerce in Afia, Africa, and America, 
andwith Great-Britain, France, Spain, and 
the other States of Europe; their Univerfities, 
Arts, Sciences, Men of Letters, &ce. To 
which are added, Direétions for making the 
Tour of the Provinces. London: Printed 
for J. and P. Knapton, at the Crown in 
Ludgate-ftreet, 1743. OGtavo. Pages 411. 


YHIS is the moft comprehenfive Account of 
‘T the Dutch Territories, Polity, Genius, Man- 
ners, Trade, Literature, and other Circumftances, 
that we have in the Englifh Tongue. The Writer 
feems to have been well acquainted with his Subject, 
and treats it in a Manner becoming a Man of Senfe, 
Impartiality, and Candour. His Defcriptions are 
generally both agreeable and faithful; and his Re- 
flections, as well as Obfervations, are commonly 
judicious, and fuch as the Englifh might greatly 
improve by. He had refided at the Hague, and in 
the Provinces, as he tells us in his Preface, almoft 
from his Infancy, and had been feveral Years making 
tuoie Remarks which furnifhed the Materials of this 

Volume. 
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Volume. As there is no particular Defcriptien of 
the Hague, that he knew of, though the Place 
is famous throughout the World, he had often de- 
fired ingenious Natives to oblige the Public with 
an Account of it; but they always excufed them- 
felves, and referred that Work to him ; as not be- 
ing of the Country, and fo, likely to write of Perfons, 
Cuftoms, and other Things, with more Impartiality, 
and a ftri¢ter Regard to Truth, than their particu- 
Jar Attachments, national Prejudices, and other 
Biaffes, would well admit ; and, indeed, than they 
cared to do, in a Country, which, notwithftandin 
its boafted Liberty, has inftanced its being highly 
fenfible in Point of Honour, In this Manner he was 
engaged in the Work beforeus. And as he never 
received any fpecial Favours, or fuffered any Dif- 
cults, from the People of whom he writes, and all 
his Defcriptions are made on the Spot ; he conceives 
the few fuperficial Things, faid tranfiently, by 
Voyage-Writers, on the A/ague and the reft of Hol- 
land, fhould not hinder the Bulk of the prefent Re- 
- Jation from being confidered as a new and original 
Work, which indeed It Is. 

As it highly concerns the Briti/h Nation to be per- 
feétly well acquainted with the Difpofition, Maxims, 
and Strength of fo confiderable a State and Ally as 
the United Provinces; our Author, befides proper 
Joformations from Perfons in Office, and others, 
went himfelf to the Stations of the Navy, and to 
the Fortreffes and Barrier- Towns, in order to be ca- 
pable of fpeaking with the greater Certainty upon 
the prefent State of the Strength of the Republic. 

Nor has there been Jefs Attention, he affures us, 
beftowed on the prefent State of her Commerce, and 
efpecially that Part of it carried on between the Pro- 
vinces and Great Britain. The Particulars foeci- 
fied under that Head, were colleéted in the Purts 
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themfelves, and from thofe who had a principal 
Share in the Trade on both Sides. 

But the moft entertaining Parts of this Volume are 
thofe containing feveral Anecdotes relating to Am- 
baffladors, and other public Minifters, to Men of 
Letters, and the prefent State of the Arts and 
Sciences in that Seat of Politics and Learning, the 
Hacuve. 

The Author has divided his Work into eiglit 
Chapters, The firft is a Defcription of the Hacug, 
treating of its Situation, Air, Antiquity, Name, Ex. 
tent, Number of Inhabitants, its principal Streets 
and public Buildings. Some Paffages from this 
Chapter will very agreeably fill up the Remainder 
of the Article here before us. 

The Hagwe is little mentioned, this Writer tells 
us, till about the Year 4250, when William I. 
Count of Holland, and King of the Romans, removed 
his Court thither from Gravefant, a Village twelve 
Miles diftant. From that Time it has always been the 
Seat of the Government, and, fince the Commence- 
ment of the Republicin 1579, it may be reckoned 
the Capital of the Seven Provinces ; ; though indeed 
it is. called only a Village, becaufe it ‘is not walled, 
and fends no Deputies to the States; It is however 
a better Town than many Cities which enjoy that 
Privilege; and for Extent, Number of People, and 
Opulence, may be ranked amoneft the beft Cities 
of Europe of the fecond Clafa it requiresalmott two 
Hours to walk round it ; and contains above 5000 
Houfes, inhabited by 40 or 50000 Souls. 

One of the more remarkable Edifices that 
our Author takes Notice of here, is the Palace or 
Court which was built in 1250 by the forementioned 
Wriiliam UW. Atiera very nt healer of this old, 
irregular, and not very magnificent Building, we are 
told, the Stadholders refided here iormerly, and that 
the States General, the States of the Province of = 

land, 
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Jand, the Council of State, the Council of the Nobi- 
lity, and the Sovereign Courts of Juftice, now hold 
their A ffemblies here in different A partments. 
Our Author remarks, ¢* There is very little Noife 
‘¢ of Coaches, or Thronging of Servants, &c. feen 
‘< here, even whilft the States General are fitting ; 
‘¢ nor would one know any thing of it, except one 
‘© were told fo, or in the Coffee-Houfes read in the 
‘s News-Papers, that their High Mightineffes were 
‘¢ affembled.” This Stillnefs, if I may fo exprefs 
myfelf, prevails in all thofe Things throughout Ho/- 
land, which here, and in other Countries, are at- 
tended with the greateft Buftle. As the orderly tranf- 
acting of all Affairs by the DatcS cannot fail of 
charming a Foreigner, who has a true Senfe of De- 
corum ; fo, on the other Hand, how muft it dif- 
guft a Dutchman to find every Thing the Reverfe 
with us. Wereheto enterthe Avenues of our Par- 
liament-Houfe, when the moft Auguft Aflembly, ac- 
cording to our own Opinion, in the whole World, is 
convened there, and fee them crowded with a Parcel 
of noify infolent Scoundrels, who, by their Beha- 
viour, are apter to ftrike every fober Perfon with 
Terror, than to do Honour to thofe on whom they 
pretend to wait, muft he not imagine us a People 
deftitute of Law or Civility ? What Idea he would 
form of our Legiflators themfelves, if he had Op- 
portunity of ftriétly obferving their Proceedings 
within-doors, I cannot fo well conjecture ; only f 
am perfuaded he would hardly think them wifer or 
better Men than his own Governors, With the like 
comparative Eafe and Quiet is the vaft Traffic of 
the Dutch carried on ; there is much more Noife 
and Hurry in London on that Account than in the 
whole Province of Holland; though the Trade of 
Holland has not been thought lefs than that of this 
City. Rotterdam carries on a confiderable Com- 
merce, and by Methods at leaft as prudent as thofe 
S 4 made 
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made ufe of in ours ; yet I remember to have paf- 
fed by the Cuftom-Houle of that Place feveral 
Times, without difcovering that any Bufinefs of 
that Kind was tranfacted there: No Mob of dirty, 
drunken, {wearing Mifcreants, like our Carmen and 
Porters, cfowding it, whofe Manners are more 
fuitable to Creatures come from Hell, than to fuch 
as are only going thither. It muft be owned, in- 
deed, that the Crews of their Ka//-India Ships, when 
firft they land at home, after their long Voyages, 
appear as like Devils as any Engli/h Black-Guards 
whatfoever ; but thefe are but a few in Proportion 
to the Bulk of the Populace, and are troublefome 
buc for a little Time to the foberer Inhabitants ; 
whereas the licentious Brutality of our Vulgar is 
perpetual. — But to return to our Author. 

The Deputies of the States fo called, who have 
their Meetings in the Houfe abovefaid, are, as he 
truly tells us, plain Men, drefled no otherwife than 
other decent Citizens. T hey never are feen with more 
than one Servant, and are ulually on Foot, and alone 
in the Streets. ‘* The Appearance of thefe wife 
¢¢ Rulers makes one call to Mind the noble Sim- 
‘6 plicity of the ancient Romans, in the glorious 
«© Times of their Commonwealth. Strangers judge 
‘© of the manly Plainnefs they fee here, according 
«* to the falfe or true Idea they have formed of 
‘¢ Grandeur. The People however are extremely 
<¢ pleafed with it; becaufe it is at the leaft a Proof, 
é¢ that their Money is not applicd to maintain Equi- 
*¢ pages, and the idle Pomp and Glare of particular 
«¢ Perfons.” 

The Auiographa, or authentic Inflruments of the 
Dutch Verfion of the Bible, are kept here in a 
{trong Cheft ; and there are other Aéts of the fame 
Kind depofited in the Town-Houfe of Leyden. 
The Deputies of the Synod of the United Provinces, 
attended by thofe of the States, viltt thefe facred 
Records 


- 





saline et RAIA OE 


Art.i9. For APRIL, 1743. 259 
Records every three Years. This gives the Cu- 
rious an Opportunity of getting the neceffary Infor- 
mation for folving any Difficulties that arife in the 
various Editions, publifhed from Time to Time, of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

Some Years ago the Lawyers of the Hague had 
Thoughts of erecting a Library in a large Room 
here. It was to be done upon the fame: Plan as that 
of the Advocates at Edinburgh. But notwithftand- 
ing the Advantages of fuch Inftitutions upon the 
Continent, and particularly in Holland, where the 
Natives are perpetually Printing vaft Numbers of 
Books in all Languages and Faculties, it would be 
a great while before the Hague Library came up to 
the Perfection of the other ; and it may be queftioned 
whether every Dutch Advocate, on putting on the 
Gown, would be willing to pay forty Pounds 
(above four hundred Guilders) towards the Sup- 
port of that new Inftitution. The Advocates of 
North-Britain, we are told, contribute no lefs for 
that Ufe on their Admiffion, 

I queftion if there be a jufter or more agreeable 
Defcription of the Hague any where, than that which 
our Author has given us in this firft Chapter of his 
Work. His Accounts of the public Edifices, and 
other noble Structures, are moft pleafingly inter- 
mixed with hiftorica] Paflages relating to feveral il- 
luftrious Perfons, amufing Stories, or Particulars 
that improve our Acquaintance with the Civil In- 
ftitutions and Cuftoms of the Place. To inftance 
a few : 

The Chamber of the Palace or Court we have 
been fpeaking of, where the States affemble, is plain 
enough. It is hung with Green Cloth.—At the 
Head of it, over the Chimney, is the Picture of 
Prudence, and at the oppofite End that of Foryj- 
tude. - The long Table at which the Members fir, 
2 | holds 
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holds about thirty Perfons, which is the ufual Num- 
ber of this Sovereign Council. Neither Stadholder, 
Governor, nor any military Officer, are allowed to 
fit in the Affembly of the States-Genera]. As each 
Province prefides a Week in its Turn, the Perfon 
beft qualified amongft the Deputies of that Pro- 
vince 1s chofen Prefident, and fits in an Elbow- 
Chair at the middle of the Table. The Greffer, 
or Secretary, fits at the lower End. When a Fo- 
reign Miniiter has Audience, he is feated at the 
middle of the Table, oppofite to the Prefident, with 
his Face to the L.ight. 

The States other Room, which is very beautiful 
and magnificent, is called the Chamber of the Truce ; 
becaufe the Truce for twelve Years between the 
Republic and the Spaniards was concluded in it, 1609. 
A pleafant Circumftance happened not Jong fince 
in this Apartment at a public Audience given the 
Morocco Ambaffador upon .his Arrival by the States. 
«s The Ladies defired that they might be admitted 
“© on that Occafion. Asthe Thing was a Matter of 
** mere Form and Ceremony, they were indulged 
<¢ in their Requeft. When the Ambaffador ap- 
proached, the Ladies, who were very richly dref- 
fed, opened and formed a Lane, through which 
he pafied. The mutua] Compliments being over 
between the Miniftry and the Ambaffador, his 
Excellency turned about towards the Ladies, and, 
after having viewed them with fome Attention, 
he told the States, that he prefumed thefe were 
their High Mightinefles Seraglio, applauded their 
«© Tafte, and declared he had never feen fo beauti- 
«© ful a Sight in his whole Life. The Affembly 
could fcarce forbear an Horfe-Laugh ; but they 
‘s made Shift to reftrain it nll his Excellency with- 
«¢ drew 3 when Secretary Fage/, notwithftanding 
«¢ his very great Age, faid fome lively Things, that 
é* almoft put the Ladies to the Blufh.” 
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At the Gevange Poorts is the Prifon, where the 
De Witts met their Fate. This Place is always 
fhewn to Strangers. The Cataftrophe of thefe two 
great Men is ftill the Subject of Converfation in 
Ablland. The Datch talk and write of it in the 
Spirit of Party. The beft they could do, our Au- 
thor fays, would be to bury the whole Affair in 
Oblivion. The Account he gives of this memorable 
Tragedy, is as follows. 

«¢ A Barber Surgeon came to the Prince of Orange’s 
‘© Camp, and informed the Lord Zaudeftein, the 
‘¢ Prince’s Natural Uncle, that Cornelius de Witt, 
‘¢ Burgomafter of Dort, and Brother to the Great 
‘¢ Penlionary Fobn de Witt, had given him Money 
‘¢ to make away with the Prince; becaufe, as he 
‘¢ faid, the Republic could not otherwife preferve 
‘¢ her Liberty. Upon this Information the Court 
‘¢ of Holland committed De Witt to Prifon, and, 
‘¢ on the Evidence of the Surgeon, condemned him 
‘¢ to lofe all his Offices and Employments, and ba- 
“¢ nifhed him from Holland and Weft-Friefland tor 
‘cs ever. The People, who believed they were be- 
‘© traved by De Witt to the French King, looked 
upon this as a Defign rather for fending him out 
of the Way, than as a Sentence againft him. 
However, De /Viti?s Wife and Friends prefented 
feveral Petitions and Remonftrances to the Court 
in his Vindication. They infifted on the well- 
known Services he had done the State for many 
Years ; that he was but juft returned from on Board 
the Fleet, where his very Enemies, and amongft 
‘ them De Rayter, could atteft his Conduct and 
‘¢ Courage. They alledged alfo the whole Tenor 
“© of his Life and Converfation ; and referred to the 
Records of feveral Courts, wherein the Surgeon 
‘< had been convicted of Perjury, and calumniating 
“¢ feveral Perfons of Note: In a word, they 
$6 proved him a moft profligate Fellow. How-. 
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ever, the Sentence, which was adapted rather to 
the Conjuncture, than to the ftriét Rules of Juttice, 
was confirmed, the Surgeon fet at Liberty, and 
the Mob, inflamed by him, began to murmur and 
¢* prow tumultuous about the Prifon-Door. Inthe 
«¢ midft of this Uproar the Penfionary, very impru- 
« dently, came in hisown Coach to carry his Brother 
«© out of Town, which looked like a Triumph over 
«¢ the Sentence. But as he was bringing him out of 
«¢ the Prifon, the Mob would not fuffer him to 
«© come out. The Penfionary, upon that, fpoke to 
them with Authority to forbear ; but they forced 
them both in again, and obliged their Coach to 
‘¢ drive off, in which, it is faid, their Father waited, 
<¢ in order to have carried them to Dinner before 
«¢ they fet out. The Tumult increafed perpetually, 
«¢ and a Report {preading that Cornelius had efcaped, 
¢: the People could not be pacified, till two of the 
<< Burgomafters and four Burghers went in, who 
<¢ fatisfied them to the contrary. The Penfionary 
«* prevailed on the two Magiftrates to dine with 
¢¢ him and his Brother ; and in the mean time, the 
Companies of Burghers came tn Arms, and drew 
« yp about the Prifon to keep the Peace: But it 
<¢ was evident that fome of the Principal of them 
<< were no Friends to the De Wtts, and not very 
¢ follicitous about their Prefervation. Three Troops 
<¢ of Horfe, which Jay then in the Hague, ftood alfo 
co their Arms, one of them marched to the ufua! 
Place of Rendezvous, and the other two endea- 
«¢ yvoured to get into the outer Court, but were kept 
<< off by the armed Rabble, who got upon the Tops 
«¢ of the neighbouring Houfes, to fee that neither of 
«¢ the De Hitts efcaped. At Jaft with Mufkets and 
<¢ Smith’s Hammers they broke open the Prifon- 
«¢ Doors, and went to the Chamber where the Bro- 
«¢ thers were. They found the Penfionary reading 
« in his Bible, and his Brother laid down in his 
| ‘¢ Night- 
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‘© Night-Gown. The Penfionary afked them what 
“ they wanted, and why all that Violence? One of 
‘¢ them anfwered, you muft come down, for we 
«¢ will have your Lives. Corzelius, rifing from the 
‘¢ Bed, fpoke roughly to the Fellow, and bid him 
‘© oo down. But at Jength the Penfionary feeing 
«¢ that no Reafons would do, he took his Brother 
‘s by the Hand to go down, and on the Stairs was 
<< wounded with a Pike above the Eye. Ac thae 
Inftant he lifted up his Hands and Eyes to Hea- 
“6 ven, recommending his Soul to God ; and im- 
‘ss mediately after was hurried away by the Mob to 
«¢ the very Place where he had been affaffinated two 
‘¢ Months before, and there barbaroufly murdered, 
‘¢ covering his Face with his Cloak ; and faying, 
‘¢ for his Jaft Words, well, Men; well, Citizens! 
‘s His Brother immediately after had the fame 
ss Fate,” 

Thus, fays our Author, fell thefe two great Men 
by popular Fury, Coraclius in the forty-ninth, and 
the Penfionary in the forty-feventh Year of his Age, 
formerly as much beloved as now hated by the Peo- 
ple, who confidered therm as the Caufe of all the Ca- 
Jamities their Country fuffered at that Time, Ha- 
ving, as he adds, been long in Power, they began 
at laft to grow Haughty, and to dictate to the 
States of the Province; which could not fail to 
make them many Enemies. The Penfionary had 
in a manner fupprefled che Council of State, and 
taken the whoie Management of Affairs upon him- 
felf, which excited much deferved Indignation ae 
gainft him ; for chat was affluming the Dictator or 
Stadholder with a Witnefs: fo that he was for exer- 
cifing a Power himfelf, which he was again(t having 
lodged in another, who had certainly a much bet- 
ter Right co it than any private Citizen could 
have, ) 
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De Plaats is an open airy Place at the Hague, — 
almoft in the Form of a Triangle, where Crimi- 
nals of any Eminence are executed on a Scaffold 
erected for that Purpofe. Their Heads are ftruck 
off at one Blow, the Executioner hardly ever re- 
peating it. Our Author faw an Officer executed 
here for Murder, or rather for defending himfelf 
againft one that attacked him with a naked Sword, 
whom he had the Misfortune to kill. The Law 
called Se defendendo, is not at all known in this 
Country. The Sentence was executed two Days 
after it was pafled. ‘The Officer was carried under 
a Guard of Soldiers from the Prifon to the Stad- 
houfe, in order to make Confeffion before the Ma- 
giftrates : But he had nothing to-confefs, except that 
he was firft fet upon, and that he muft either kill 
or be killed. He was told, that he could not be 
ignorant of the Law of his Country, which obliges 
the Perfon attacked to fly, and not to draw his 
Sword till the Jaft Extremity, that is, when he 
could fly no farther, being hindered by a Wall, 
Canal, or the like. To this the Captain made no 
Reply ; but no doubt thought ic a Law very hard 
upon one of his Profeffion, or indeed any Man of 
Spirit. From the Stadhoufe he was carried to the 
Place of Execution, attended by two Minifters. In 
about half an Hour all was over. They prayed, 
exhorted the dying Perfon, and fung a Pfalm. 
The Executioner came from Dort, was a rich Man, 
a Surgeon by Profeffion, and had two Servants. 
He brandifhed a great broad Sword, and fevered 
the Head from the Body at one Blow with an Air. 
He feemed fure of his Mark ; but gave fo much 
Strength to the Action, that he .almoft threw him- ' 
felf over the Scaffold. He ftood behind the Offi- 
cer (for one can hardly call him Criminal) who 
kneeled with a Napkin over his Face. 


This 
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This Kind of Juftice (or rather Law) aftonifhes 
Strangers, and efpecially the Englifh: For in this 
Cafe, our Author fays, the Juftice of Gop, the Law 
of Laws, abfolves the Perfon ; and that of Holland, 
while it laments, condemns him. ‘** The Go. 
<s vernment believe fuch a Law the only Means 
‘¢ for faving the Lives of Multitudes of their Sub- 
ss jeéts, and therefore facrifice Individuals to the 
‘ public Safety, judging it more expedient that one 
‘s fhouid fuffer, than many be deftroyed.” 

The Dutch Punifhments are more feverethan ours, 
and better adapted to the Crimes for which they are 
inflicted. The Lex Zalionis is oftenobferved. The 
Solemnjty and Decency of their Executions is becom- 
ing the fingular Prudence of that People : Itimpreffes 
onthe Spectators a Dread of falling into the like Cir- 
cumftances, an Awe of the Law, and a Veneration 
of the Magiftrate, who is ever prefent on thofe 
Occafions ; of all which there appears not the leaft 
Trace in our brutal Populace, when they attend 
Malefactors to the fatal Tree; where the Behaviour 
of the latter is often audacious, and of the others, 
as if they were endeavouring to merit the like Ca- 
taftrophe ; of which indeed a great Part. of them 
are always worihy. 

The Prince Graft at the Hague, our Author fays, 
is one of the moft beautiful and magnificent Streets 
in Europe. It is near half a Milein Length, propor- 
tionably broad, and as ftrait as a Line. A-fine 
Canal, adorned on both Sides with fhady Trees, runs 
thro’ the midit of it. The Bridges over it are of hewn 
Stone, with Iron Rails upon the Sides of them. The 
Buildings, efpecially thote lately erected on one Side 
of the Street, refemble Palaces more than private 
Houtes. There cannot be a finer Profpeét than 
this Canal from either of the Ends of it. This 
Defcription will, in the main, fuit a great many 
Streets ‘in the beautiful Cities of Hyland, where 
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public Order and public Beauty are moft carefully 
ftudied and preferved, and where the very lowett 
Clafs of the Inhabitants feem, at leaft, to have no 
Inclination to difturb or deftroy them. Indeed that 
diabolical Species, denominated Black-Guards, which 
fwarm among us, and are almoft as much favoured 
as Idiots and Lunaticks are by the Zurks, find no 
Encouragement in that well-governed Country ; nor 
have the Children of the meaner Sort that Propen- 
fity to Mifchief that ours have: The Marks of which 
appear on almoft every Thing ornamental that is 
within their Reach. I know how thefe Reflections 
will be confidered by fome Perfons, as too auftere or 
trifling ; that is, thofe who have no Relifh of Or- 
der, no Refpect for Regularity of Behaviour, which 
is effential to true Politenefs and rational Happinefs, 
will think I fhew a needlefs Concern for Things of 
fuch little Importance, value them more in others 
than they deferve, and am too fevere on ourfelves 
for difregarding them. To fuch as thefe 1 will tell 

the following Story : 
Some Years ago a Fire happened in Southwark, 
above Bridge, near the River. It broke out ina 
Warehoule where Pitch and the like combuttible 
Materials were lodg’d. It burnt very furioufly, did 
much Damage, and fpread great Terror in the 
Neighbourhood. Having at that Time fome Bu- 
fine's ata Wharf oppofite thereto on the other fide 
of the Water, I ftood locking at it for a while with 
divers other Spectators, who were lamenting the 
Conflagration, and pitying the poor Sufferers, in 
all the Terms, ufval in fuch Cafes: When, pray, 
fays |, how came this Misfortune? Ob / {aid they, 
bya Boy’s throwing a Squib.— Why, what a fad Thing 
és this,an{wered J, that by this young Rogue’s Unluckine/s 
fo many fhculd fuffer, as now probably will, one of the 
qworjt Evils that can befall a Man in this World? — 
Fery true, indeed Sir, they reply’d, it is a fad Thing 
that 
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that Children fhould be fo anlu:ky as they are.— 
Why then, {aid 1, would rt not be right to curb thofe 
licentious Humours in young People, which, being un-' 
refrained, produce [uch melancholy Confequences as 
very often follow them ? — Yes, to be fure it would; 
they anfwered.— And yet now, I replied, /et me ask; 
Juppofe any of you had been prefent whenthe Boy threw 
the Squib which caufed this ugly Accident that you are 
bewailing, would you have corretied or even reproved 
him for fo doing? or, if you had feen me in the leaft 
chajtife him for it, would you not rather have blamed 
me as an ili-natur’d Fellow, and perhaps have be- 
fiowed on me the Names of a great Slouch, an ill- 
natur'd Loggerbead, or fume fuch opprobrious Title ® 
Is not this the common U/aze of any Man who dares 
to check the Folly or Madunejs of our young Rake- 
foames? And, on the other hand, when they are 
committing [uch Enormities as every one fhould, and 
ought to be allowed to prevent, is it not customary for 
Perfons of riper Years, and genteel Appearance, to 
encourage them by their Smiles, and feeming Appro- 
bation. No Body then diffented from me in all 
this; and if any Reader thinks this below him, I 
have only to fay, that J look upon wothing as below 
me, which concerns the Life, Property, or Peace 
of my Fellow-Creatures ; all which I have known 
frequently violated by the Licentioufnefs of our 
Populace : To prevent which, as much as can be, 
for the future, it is to be wifhed the Magiftrate 
wou'd bridle it, by vigoroufly profecuting Offen- 
ders, and ftrictly executing Laws, whenever the 
Penalties of them are incurr’d : a mild Adminiftra- 
tion, ina Time of general Diflolutenefs, is a moft 
mifchievous Abfurdity. 

Now let us fee one of the main Prefervatives of 
Sobriety amongft the Dutch, which, in Conjunétion 
with the natural Phlegm of this People, can hardly 
fail of producing that Regularity of Conduct in the 
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different Circumftances and Relations of Life, for 
which they are above all others remarkable. “ In 
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the Prince Graft ftands the Spin-Houfe, or Houfe 
of Correction, for fuch young Women as have 
made a falfe Step. It is fo called, becaufe fuch 
of them as are confined for a certain Number of 
Months or Years, are obliged to fpin, few, or 
do any other Work for their Livelihood. Any 
Body is admitted to fee them, paying T wo-pence 
to the Porter; fo that they are made a public 
Shew, like fo many wild Beafts. This does but 
harden the more impudent, and puts the modeft, 
who lament their unhappy Condition with Sighs 
and Tears, to exquifite Pain and Anguifh ; fo that 
no Government can be guilty of a more cruel 
and abfurd Conduct than this. The Citizens fome- 
times fend their Daughters hither for Chaftife- 
merit, for whom there are particular Chambers al- 
lotted. In the public Room of thefe Houfes of 
Correétion are to be feen many moving Objects ; 
Victims to the fevere and unrelenting Humour of 
gloomy and unnatural Parents. All the Intercef- 
fion of Relations, Friends, and even Superiors, 
cannot avail to moderate the inhuman Sentence, 
that fixes their unhappy Fate for Life ; againft. 
which, methinks, it would become the Wifdom 
of the Magiftracy to find fome Mitigation. For 
though the Power of Parents ought to be very 
extenfive in fuch Cafes ; yet it does not feem 
compatible with the Intereft of a State, and confe- 
quently with wife Government, to fuffer excel- 
five, and even unnatural private Rigour, to de- 
prive it entirely of its Subjects, in the Punifh- 
ment of youthful Folly and human Frailty ; nel- 
ther indeed does fuch favage Severity confift with 
the Mercy and Charity of the Chriftian Difpo- 
fition. | 


«s Hither 





2 eta ential Minin leit 





Art.19. For APRIL, 1743. 299 


‘¢ Hither alfo are brought fuch diforderly Per- 
‘«¢ fons, as the Law has made no Provifion againft, 
‘¢ and leaves to the Difcretion of the Magiftrates ; 
“© bad Wives or Hufbands, rebellious and difobe- 
dient Children, Spendthrifts, &f¢. The Apart- 
«© ments for thefe adjoin tothe Spin-Houfe, or rather 
‘sare a Past of the fame Building. But they are 
«¢ kept locked, for the Prifoners in them being 
«© Perfons of the better Sort, and of good Families, 
are not expofed to any Body ; neither is it known 
‘“¢ to any, except their Relations and the Magiftrate, 
<¢ when and how they are confined and difcharged. 
‘© They are maintained here, as long as it is thought 
‘© neceflary, at the Expence of their Friends, Lu- 
‘*< natics are alfo confined here, but they are better 
‘¢ ufed than the criminal People. They are kept 
© from the Sight of the World , nor is human Mi- 
<s fery made a public Speétacle for the Sake of a 
«© /mall Increafe of the Revenue of the Houfe, much 
‘© Jefs of the Porter, as at Bethlehem Ho/pital in 
‘© London.” 

The Refleétions that our Author has intermixed 
with the foregoing Account, proceed, as we muft 
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remember, from an Englifoman, who has feen no- © 


thing in his own Country like what he has been 
defcribing. There is in our dealing with Crimi- 
nals a Lenity that is quite the reverfe of the Se- 
verity he cenfures in the Dutch ; but, probably, 
more faulty, as itis of far worfe Confequence to the 
Community. In Hodland, Malefattors are punifhed 
with more Rigour than a good-natur’d Man would 
chufe, if he merely regards the Sufferer; but it may 
be even fuch a one will not difpute the Propriety of 
it, when he confiders the general Intereft of the 
Society ; and reflects, that though thereby fome par- 
ticular Perfons are mace more unhappy than any are 
among us, yet thereby much Unhappinefs is prevent- 
ed onthe whole. And if, 4 ufe an Expreffion which 
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our Author has quoted en this Occafion, /ummum jus 
be /umma injuria, to Individuals, it may be affirmed, 
that /umma lenitas is fumma injuria, to the Common- 
wealth. It feems to be a Defect in the Dutch Con- 
{titution, that, in the Abfence of a Stadbolder, there 
is no Refource for Mercy after the Law has paffed 
Sentence of Condemnation. Yet, on the other 
hand, in certain Places where the Prince is vefted 
with a Power of pardoning, that glorious Preroga- 
tive, which, if judicioufly exercifed, would be un- 
{peakably ufeful, is fo often exerted in Favour of 
Houfe-breakers, Highway-men, Street-robbers, and 
the Jike Plagues, that one can hardly forbear fome- 
times wifhing it abolifhed. Our Author blames the 
Dutch for fuftering thofe unhappy Females who have 
perce the Whore, to be made a Shew of, and per- 

aps juftly ; though their being fo expofed may be 
confidered as'a Part of their Punifhment, and as a 
Circumftance intended to deter others from commit- 
ting the Faule for which they are fotreated. But 
if this Particular in the Management of the Dutch 
Spin- Hou/es be cenfurable, how much more {o is the 
bad Difcipline of our Houfes of Correction, which 
are the moft licentious Schools of Lewdnefs, with 
fome of the worft Kogues at the Head of them; 
I do not mean as Governors, but Keepers. As for 
the Severity of fome unnatural Parents, againft 
which our Author exciaims, that may certainly be 
carried to Excefs; of which he has probably feen 
fome Inftances. It were to be wifhed that all un- 
neceflary Rigour might be avoided, and that Au- 
thority might be exerted only for the Good of the 
Obje&t. But the Parental Authority has a natural 
Curb, in’ that Tendernefs which Providence has 
implanted in the Heart of every Creature towards 
its Offspring, that is but too apt to prevent its ope- 
rating as Reafon dictates; fo that there is greater 
Danger of its relaxing too much, than of its being 
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too rigid ; and for every Child that is hurt by the 
Cruelty of unnatural Parents, an hundred of the 
latter have the Peace of their Lives deftroyed,’ or 


their Fortunes impaired by profligate Children: 


That really it may be queftioned whether the Con- 
duct of the Dutch in this Cafe has not more Pru- 
dence, and even Duty in it, than Barbarity. But, 
to return to our Author, 

After a Defcription of fome other #emarkable 
Places and Buildings of the Hague, he gives a brief 
Account of the Diftempers moft common in Aoj- 
land. This he introduces by telling us, the 
Leper’s House is the laft of the Hague. It 
ftands on a Canal, at fome Diftance from the other 
Houfes, and is furrounded with a Wall. It is now 
inhabited by a private Family. He adds, 

There were formerly Houfes of this Kind in all 
the Cities of the Netherlands, and in thofe of moft 
other Countries. In the middle or more temperate 
Regions of Europe, as lreland, England, the Low 
Countries, Germany, and Poland, there was no con- 
fiderable Town without them. No longer than a 
Century or two ago there was only too much Occa- 
fion for them. Thofe Houfes are all now fallen 
to decay, or inhabited by Particulars, for the Sake 
of Retirement, and their wholfom Situation, 

It feems no hard Matter, he fays, to account for 
the Leprofy’s being fo rife formerly, and fo little 
known at prefent. That lothfom Difeafe is occa- 
fioned by bad Air, but more efpecially by unwhol- 
fone Diet. ‘The Caufes of bad Air,are now ina 
great Meafure removed amongft us, by cutting 
down our large Forefts, draining our Marfhes, and 
cultivating our Lands; and it cannot be denied, 
but we eat more wholfom Food, and live better 
than our Forefathers. Befides which, Phyficians, for 
the common Good of Mankind, have within thefe 
fifty or fixty Years e publifhed a Multiplicity 
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of little, intelligible Tracts, in the vulgar Tongue, 
on Diet and the Nature of Food, &c. which hardly 
a Farmer is without : So that the meaneft Perfon of 
common Senfe, without underftanding the Terms of 
Art, is now capable of diftinguifhing good and 
bad, wholfom and unwholfom Nourifhment. 

It is not to be doubted but the Dutch, confidering 
the indifferent Air they breathe, the wet Soil they 
live on, aad the great Quantities of Fifh they devour 
in al] Seafons, would contract terrible Diforders, if 
they did not, perhaps by Habit rather than Defign, 
make ufe of the moft powerful Antidotes againft 
them, viz. Greens, Roots, and Milk; as alfo a 
Glafs of Brandy, good Beer, and Wine 5 which are 
the daily Nourifhments of both the Poor and Rich 
in this Country. 

And now our Author comes to fay fomething of 
the Difeafes moft common in Holland; as alfo of 
the Prefervatives againft, and Remedies for them: 
Things, he fays, that it highly imports Strangers 
to be apprized of. 

«© Every Body has heard of Dutch Agues, and 
«¢ their Inveteracy.— The beft Prefervative againf 
«: them in this damp Climate, is a full, but not over- 
charged Stomach. Such as go abroad early in 
the Morning, ufually fortify themfelves againft the 
<¢ thick Air, by taking a Dram, and a Cruft of 
«¢ Bread: Some Difhes of Coffee, Gingerbread, or 
ss the like. The ordinary Remedies are not diffe- 
<¢ rent from thofe made ufe of in other Places, as 
<< Bitters, Camomile, and the Bark ; but this laft 
«© Drug is not given in fo large Quantities as in 
<< England. Vomits, of which the Dutch are very 
‘¢ apprehenfive, are rarely adminiftered either alone, 
<¢ or before the Bark be taken. As this is the Prac- 
<¢ tice, it is no Wonder that the Patient fhould find 
<< fo little Benefit from that Medicine; and one 
<< cannot but be amazed how the Phyficians - 
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‘¢ this Country (where the Art of Medicine is fo 


¢© much cultivated) can commit fuch a Blunder in ° 


‘¢ fo obvious a Cafe.” Our Author affirms from his 
own Experience, and that of many others, that Vo- 
mits alone (and fometimes Change of Air) have 
proved the moft effectual Specifics againft the Agues 
of this Country. 

The Dutch think no People are fo much troubled 
with the Scurvy as they; but they miftake. Our 
Author fays, There are more blotched Faces in one 
Town in England, than in a whole Datch Pro- 
vince:, from whence it feems probable, “ that eat- 
‘‘ ing Fifh, falt Bacon, and hung Beef, with moift 
‘ Air, are not altogether fo prejudicial to the 
‘ Blood and Juices, as living upon Butcher’s 
«¢’ Meat alone. We muft however repeat, that 
* Roots, Greens, and new Milk, of which the 
¢ Diet of the Dutch principally confifts, are fove- 
“ reign Antidotes againft all Diftempers incident 
‘¢ to the Blood.” | 

The third epidemical Diftemper incident to this 
People is the Gout, occafioned chiefly by eating 
too much at Meals, and great Indolence after them. 
A young Phyfician of Leyden, Dr. Abraham Kaau, 
a Nephew of the Jate Dr. Boerhaave, imagines he 
has juft difcovered a Cure for this Difeafe, which 
confifts, ** in caufing a Dog to lie at the Feet of a 
‘© Perfon troubled with it; inconfequence of which 
‘ he foon finds himfelf eafed of the Diftemper, 
‘¢ whilft the Dog is fetzed with it, which he difco- 
‘¢ vers by the Agitation he is in, and his crying 
‘ and howling. The Animal, likea Loadftone, at- 
‘ traéts to himfelf the morbific Matter of the Gout.” 

Some have thought that more People are 
afflicted with the Palfy, and other Difeafes of 
the Nerves, in thefe Provinces, than in other 
Countries. This, our Anthor fays, is probably 
true; and he judges it may, if fo, be owing to their 
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continually drinking Tea and Coffee, in greater 
Excefs than isany where elfe known. They have 
their Tea, fuch asit is, at the Rate of two Shillings 
a Pound, and Coffee at a Penny an Ounce. 

Our Author finifhes his Account of the Hague, 
with a Comparifon between it and Madrid. I will 
clofe this Article with fome Paffages of that Paral- 
lel : He fays, 

For fpacious Streets, fine Openings, and Airi- 
nefs, the Dutch far exceeds the Spanifh Village ; 
but in Uniformity of Buildings 1s inferior to it. 
That great Ornament of a City is well obferved at 
Madrid. 

Accordingly, the Placa Major has a Row of an 
hundred and thirty-fix ftately Houfes, all uniform, 
with continued Lines of Balconies joining to each 
other, andall exa¢tly alike; no body being allowed 
to depart, in the leait, from the Form of Building 
prefcribed, in refpect to Windows, Balconies, or 
any thing elfe contrary to Uniformity: The Niewe 
Dagginih, which is not the moft lofty Street in the 
Hague, isthe only one built uniform, and that only 
on one Side. The Prince Graft approaches Uni- 
formity. ‘* It is furprizing that the Dutch, who 
<* are more attentive to the Beauty and Ornaments 
<s of their Towns, than any other People, fhould 
«« have fo little Regard to what conftitutes fo ef- 
«s fential a Part of both, and is, in refpeét to 
ss Places, what Symmetry js in Sculpture, and 
«¢ Harmony in Muofick.” 

Madrid as far excels the Hague in Magnificence, 
as the Hazue does Madrid in Beauty and Cleaali- 
nefs, The latter is magnificent in Palaces, —— 
Thofe of the Nobility and Grandees of Spain, 
whether antient or modern, are very lofty, and all 
buile with Stone. The Hague has no Place that 





anfwers the Prado at the End of Madrid: It is a 
dejightful Plain, fhaded with Poplar Trees, with 
cies many 
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many curious Fountains in it, and the Place of Re- 
creation for all the Inhabitants, who go thither to 
take the Air, and divert themfelves. At the End 
of the Prado is a new handfome Palace, that an- 
{wers the Houfe in the Wood at the Hague, called 
El buen Retiro, the good Retreat, the Kings retiring 
thither ont.of the Town. It is adorned with 
the Paintings of the great Mafters, as well as the 
Houfe in the Wood. 

As to Paintings, Scatues, Buftoes, and other va- 
luable Curiofities, both antient and modern, Mudrid 
glories in the Spoils of /éa/y 5 near one halt of that 
Country, for about two Centuries, having belonged 
to the Kings of Spain, whofe Viceroys and Gover- 
nors did not fail to colleét all that was fineft, and to 
fend them to Spain, either as Prefents to the King 
or favourite Minifter, orto adorn their own Palaces 
when recalled. 

The Dutch are indebted to no Nation upon the 
Earth for adorning their Houfes asto Pictures. At 
Madrid the Furniture ts rich, at the Hague neat. 
The firft, after the Manner of the /talian Palaces, 
confifts of Velvet embroidered with Gold, Luftres of 
Rock Cryftal, with abundance of antique Buftoes, 
Vafes, and Statues of Marble and Brafs,; and they 
have fuch Quantities of Plate, the Produtt of their 
Indian Mines, as is incredible. ‘The Chapels of 
their Grandees, and other principal Nobility, are fo 
exquifitely embellifhed, and fo richly furnifhed, that 
they furpafs al] Imagination. The Courts and Halls 
of their Palaces are always full of Domeftics: Ac 
the Hazue litcle ot all this is to be feen. 

The Number of the Inhabitants of the Capital 
of Spain is not known; for they keep no Bills of 
Mortality, nr is there afly other known Method 
amongft them, to enable one to forma probable 
Calculation: Difcerning Travellers have however 
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their Number is about fourfcore thoufand Souls. 
According to this Eftimate, Madrid has twice as 
many Inhabitants as the Hague. The former has 
twelve Squares, or public Places ; and almoft every 
Street of the latter may be confidered as a beautiful 
public Place: The former contains four hundred 
Streets, but one Street of the latter is more f{pacious 
than three of them. 

Ic is dangerous at Madrid for a Stranger to be a- 
broad in the Streets in the Night-time ; on the con- 
trary, one may travel Day or Night in Holland, 
without Fear of being robbed, or otherwife mo- 
lefted. There is indeed in the Roads leading to 
the Hague, a Patroll of a Serjeant and four Troopers, 
tho’ there isno Manner of Occafion for that Pre- 
caution. 

The ufual yearly Expence of Provifions in A/a- 
drid is 50,000 Sheep, 12 000 black -Cattle, 6,000 
Kids, 1,000 Calves, 13,000 Hogs, go,o00 Arro- 
ba, each weighing twenty-five Pounds, of Oil, 
and 80,000 of Wine per Month, befides an infinite 
Quantity of wild and tame Fowl: The Amount of 
the latter may be faid to be known, in fome mea- 
furc, becaufe they pay Duty at the Gates when 
broughtin ; but there isa great Confumption of all 
Kinds clandeftinely introduced. 

Our Author doubts the Exadctnefs of this Com- 
putation, at leaft in refpect to the firft Articles, 
For the Spaniards, and all the Southern Nations, 
eat Jittle Butcher’s Meat; that they leave to the 
Northern People, and efpecially to the Englifh. As 
to the Confumption of the Hague, there 1s no cer- 
tain Means for knowing it. Tho’ the Darch love 
Scapa Ules, at leaft as well as the Spaniards, it is 
not probable they fhed the Blood of half the inno- 
cent Creatures laid to the Charge of the latter. Ie 
muft however be obferved, that the Dutch Mutton 
POS 
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goes three Times farther than that of Spain, upon 
which there is not the leaft Fat. 

Were the Number of the Inhabitants of a Place to 
be judged from its Meat-eaters, London alone, perhaps, 
would be found to contain more People, than the 
Kingdoms of Fraxce and Spain together. In that Ca- 
pital and its Suburbs, on a mean Calculation, there are 
near 100,000 black Cattle, and -above 700,000 
Sheep confumed yearly, of which, confidering 
their Largenefs, two would weigh at leaft three of 
the fame Species in the other two Countries. Ac- 
cording to the Rule of Proportion, this muft aug- 
ment the Number of black Cattle confumed in 
London, of the Size of theirs, to about 130,000, 
and of Sheep to upwards of go0,000. ** The 
“© Englifo boaft much of Leaden-Hall, and their 
‘© other Butcher Markets, to which no Country 
‘¢ has any thing comparable of that Kind; and 
‘¢ therefore conclude, that all other .Nations are 
half ftarved ; but they feem ‘either not to con- 
<¢ fider, or not to know, that other People have 
‘¢ delicate Provifions for the Table, asFifh, Fowl, 
«¢ Fruits, Oil, &. (not to mention Wine) in 
‘¢ greater Plenty and Perfection than themfelves ; 
and that fuch Kind of Food 1s better fuited to 
their Conftitutions, than the Loads of Butcher’s 
«© Meat, with which they very frequently furfeic 
‘© and ruin theirs.” 
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A more exact Parallel, our Author thinks, might 


be drawn between the Province of Holland and the 
Country of Attica inancient Greece. Both are Re- 
publics, abounding with learned and ingenious Men, 
Merchants, and Navigators. The Fields of 4tica 
were fitter for Pafture thanCorn. The Athenians 
were fond of planting and adorning their Country 
with Trees. The Men of Witand Letters affembled 
in fhady Walks, Inthe Time of their great Law- 
giver Solon, the People confifted of four Claffes ; 
Merchants 
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Merchantsand Mechanics, Farmers, Grafiers, and 
Soldiers, Trade was in great Honour amongtft them. 

The Athenians invited and encouraged Strangers 
to fettle amongft them, by granting them the Pri. . 
vileges of their City. 

Epaminondas called Beotia, a Country adjoining 
to Attica, the Theatre of Mars. Thefame Name 
mav be given to Flanders, which borders on Holland, 
Xenophon called Ephejus the Work-fhop of War; 
an Epithet highly fuiting Am/fterdam, as the Manu- 
facture of Arms, Ammunition, €?c. with which it 
fupplies the greateft Part of Europe and 4/iz, makes 
a confiderable Part of the Trade of that great City. 

There is a nearer Refemblance undoubtedly be- 
tween the Commonwealth of Holland, and the little 
States of Greece, than the latter have with any o- 
ther modern Republics, whether the Swi/s-Cantons, 
Venice, or Genoa; the two laft refembling them 
{carce in anything exceptthe Name. 

An Account will hereafter be given of the Re- 
mainder of this Work. 


—_———-—-- + ----- ---——— ree 


A224-4CL& Ak. 
To the Author of the Works of the Learned. 


SIR, 
EETING with Dr. J. Bentley’s Edi- 
s% tion of Callimachus, 1 had the Curiofity 


to read the Preface, on your mentioning of it 
fome time ago, asa valuable Piece, upon Account 
of a Differtation on the Pronunciation of Greek: 
But indeed 1 was very much difappointed, and found 
my felf but where I was, and rather more confirmed 
in my Opinion for reading by the Accents, I could 
not but wonder at fome of his Obfervations, parti- 
cularly the firft, that We .make no Difference in 
founding 
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founding sand we. And for the Inconvénience he 
mentions, of fhortening long Syllables, or length- 
ening fhort ones, by following the Accent, I think 
that will happen in his Way of pronouncing, as often 
as the other ; and | am fure [ canavoid itin the In- 
ftance he gives sZostpaxsoeic. I will allow him that 
the marking the different Meanings of the fame 
Word may not be a fufficient Reafon for obferving the 
Accent, and yet 1 remember it is taken notice of by 
an antient Writer, and while the Language was 
living, that the Aztics pronounced zovyedss Or srovmpesy 
according to the different Signification of it; which 
feems to me a fufficient Intimation that they never 
pronounced it srovijpes. 

Perhaps indeed the Ancients might not write the 
Accents, tho’? I think we cannot infer it from old 
Manutcripts being without them, except we may 
likewife infer, that they read without Points or 
Stops; which puts mein Mind of the Abfurdity of 
fome Printers (or Authors) that affect in fome Books 
to print Greek Quotations without Accents, becaufe, 
forfooth, they are not found in Manufcripts ; wheres 
as, if that is their Rule, they fhould print without 
Stops, and without dividing the Words: I think it 
no more follows, from the Ancients not writing the 
Accents, that they did not pronounce by them; 
than it does, that the Fezvs did notufe Vowels in pro- 
nouncing, becaufethey writ none. Perhaps the Ac- 
cents might not begin to be written till Grammarians 
thought it neceffary either for teaching Foreigners, 
or preferving the Pronunciation of the Language, 
when it begun tobe in Danger of being loft by the 
Irruption of barbarous Nations: And if that caufes 
a different Way of pronouncing in Profe and in 
Verfe, it is no more than we have in the French at 
thisDay. Intruth, I cannot but think it very dif- 
ficult, if it be at all poffible, to reftore the exaét 
Pronounciation of adead Language, tho’ the jearned 

| Editor 
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Editor feems to be fure he has the very Pronuncia- 
tion of Demofibenes; whereas, if that great Orator 
were to come among..us, he could not but be equally 
fhocked with his Pronunciation and with mine: For 
indeed, noMan almoft can hope to pronouncea foreign 
Language fo as to pleafe one whofe native Language 
it is. As for determining by the Ear, I look upon 
that to be as precarious a Rule as any in this Cafe, 
Let him imagine what he could do by his Ear in find- 
ing the Pronunciation of French (if a Book of that 
‘Language were put in his Hand without any thing 
more,) or what any Foreigner can do that Way in de- 
termining the Sound of our Language. The Ears of 
every People feem as it were formed for their own 
Language only, and cannot pretend to judge of 
any other, 

I have been longer already than I intended, and 
therefore will only juft take notice of his Indignation 
at the Lingue Anglicane Fabricatores, which one 
cannot but fmile at; ic being a Liberty every Nation 
takes, when they adopt a Word of foreign Growth, 
to reduce it to their own Idiom and Analogy ; and 
I dare fay he will find the ancient Greeks and Ro- 
mans doing the fame. 

You'll excufe my giving thefe fhort Hints that 
occur’dto me upon reading that Preface; with which 
you may do juftas you pleafe. 





Il am, SIR, 


your very bumble Servant, 


R. H. 
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ARTICLE XkXI. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS and PapersofSTate, 


addreffed to OLIVER CROMWELL, Concern- 
ing the Affairs of Great Britain, from the 
Year 1649 to 1658. Found among the Po- 
LITICAL CotiectTions of Mr. Joun 
Mitton. Now firft publifoed from the 
Originals, 4y John Nickolls, jun. Member 
of the Soctety of Antiquaries, London. 
Printed by William Bowyer, and fold by 
John Whitton Bookfeller, at Boyle’s Head 
zn Fleet-{treet, 1743. Folio. . Pages 164. 


befides Dedication, Preface, and Index. 


HIS Collection is infcribed to the Right 
Honourable 4rthur Onflow Efq; Speaker of 


the Houfe of Commons, The Editor tells that truly 
excellent Man, with a Plainnefs and Sincerity be- 
coming a Lover of Truth, that, among many de- 
ferving Perfonages, he could not diftinguifh a more 
defirable Patron. He adds, ‘* I thought, that 


«& what Milton accounted worthy of his Prefervation 


‘© you might not deem altogether unworthy of your 


Perufal ; and as the epiftolary Correfpondence 
of Men active in the great Commotions and 
Changes of Government, is apt to incite the At- 
tention of private Perfons, that it might the ra- 
ther move your Curiofity, who have fuch a fig- 
nal Share in the public Adminiftration., 
‘¢ All Parties, however at Variance one with 
another, have ftill been reconciled to you; and 
have approved univerfally of your happy Tem- 
per and Talents, in executing that important 
Truft which you have born in three fucceffive 
Parliaments, and to which you have been chofen 
66 by 
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«« by the unanimous Suffrage of the People’s Re- 
<* prefentatives. 

‘* Itmight be added, that thefe Honours appear 
more frefh upon your Brow, as they have been 
conferred: in the early Date of your Life; at a 
«¢ Time when fome of your moft eminent Prede- 
‘¢ ceffors have been only forming Hopes of being 
«¢ able, one Day, to fuftain a Truft of fuch great 
‘¢ Importance to the whole Kingdom: And in- 
deed the Advantages which have accrued to it, 
by fo prudent a Choice of a SpeEAKER, have 
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ledged, that it is a Subject more fit to be 
celebrated by public Records, than the Epiftle 
of a private Perfon. 

«¢ And here, according to the ordinary Tenor 
of Dedications, were you to be traced in the 
Scenes of private Life, more particularly in the 
Charaéter of a Patron, a Friend to Arts and 
Sciences, and one who has contributed to retrieve 
the Monuments and Memorials of our Ancef- 
tors from Oblivion, many exemplary Evidences 
might be produced; and much Honour might 
an able Hand reap in doing thofe worthy Quali- 
ties only Juftice: But I muft rather chufe to teftify 
the Efteem I bear towards them, by obferving a 
refpectful Silence on thofe Heads, than. run the 
Hazard, either of offending your known Mo- 
«¢ defty, by afamiliar Attempt todifplay them, or 
<< difappointing the Expectations of the Public, by 
¢s obtruding a Character which would fall far fhort 
<¢ of the Original.” 

Our Editor’s chief End in publifhing this Col- 
lection was, ** to give the Curious fome farther 
«¢ Light towards clearing up the Profpect of our 
<< Times of greateft Confufion.” It principally 
contains, firft, Letters of Communication to Oliver 
Cromwell ; either of intercepted Letters written py 
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the Royal Party, or of Intelligence from feveral 
Parts of Europe, as well as thefe Kingdoms. Se- 
condly, Letters of Congratulation to him upon his 
Victories, and for diffolving the Parliament: And, 
thirdly, Letsers of Exbortation, that he would re- 
form the Church and State, and keep himfelf fteady 
to his Profeffion, or the Opinion conceived of him, 
when it was feared he was inclining towards the Title 
and Authority of a King. And here, as thefe Let- 
ters are obfervable for the Zimes in which they were 
written, as well as the Su/yeés, and more efpe- 
cially for the Stile and Manner in which many of 
them are indited; it may not be improper, our E- 
ditor fays, to premife fome few Obfervations on 
thofe Heads. . 

Asto the Time, the whole Space they compre- 
hend is about ten Years ; near half the Colleétion 
confifting of Letters and Addrefles written to Oliver 
Cromwell, inthe Years 1650 and 1651; which be- 
ing before the Government was reduced to any Form 
or Order, will be fo far from being thought a Re- 
dundance, by thofe who have remarked how {can- 
tily thofe Years are accounted for by fuch Letters, 
even in the voluminous Collection of Zhurloe’s Pa- 
pers, that they muft rather be efteemed a neceffary 
Supplement to it, and what will raife the Intelli- 
gence of thofe Years to fome Equality with what the 
epiftolary Productions of other Years afford therein : 
fo that it fhould rather yield Matter of Satisfadtion 
tothe hiftorical Reader, that they repaira Deficiency 
in that Cojleétion, than of Regret that they make 
any Difproportion in this. 

The Subjects, as our Editor fays further, are 
many of them very curious and obfervable; as, 
befides divers others, a Plan for fubduing Scot/and, 
and a Scheme for new moulding the Government of 
England. Thereare Circumttances in moft of them, 
efpecially in thofe communicating the intercepted 
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Letters of the Royalifts, which either have not been 
elfewhere touched upon, or will enlarge and ex- 
plain feveral Paffages which have; as the Attempt 
to make the Duke of Lorraiz Protector of the Ca. 
tholicks in /reJand; and that more zealous At- 
tempt, to diffuade Oliver Cromwell from taking 
upon him the Title of King of Exgland. ‘* How 
<< much inclined he was to it, while only General, 
ss in the Year 1652, may appear by the Conference 
*s he then had with W’dit/ock upon that Head. He 
‘© then made the Propofition himfelf, but dropt it 
‘s again upon feeing how diftafteful it would be: 
«© And when it was propofed to him by the Parlia- 
“s mentin 1657, he, after a tedious Hefitation with 
¢ their Committee, refufed it, never hinting among 
¢¢ his Reafons for it, the Refentment of the Con- 
«© orepations, which partly in this Collection ap- 
“© pears; nor of Lambert and the reft of the Off- 
“< cersinthe Army: So left his Renunciation to 
‘¢ be conftrued a Virtue of Self-Denial, not a Fear 
‘© of drawing Vengeance upon himfelf, had he con. 
«¢ fented to re-edity that Structure of Royal Prero- 
«© gative in himfelf, which he had fo confpicuoufly 
¢ affifted to demolifh in his Sovereign.” How much 
of the Diffimulation there was in this Refufal, where- 
with the Hiftoriansof his Life and Times fo exprefly 
avouch moft of his Actions to have been tinétured, 
is not neceflary, our Editor fays, in this Place to 
difcufsf; nor even whether it had any Afcendancy 
over his Writings, that is, thofe public Speeches 
and private Letters, which we fee fo liberally em- 
bellifhed with his Lowlinefs of Mind, and Tender- 
nefs of Confcience, his grateful Acknowledgment 
of heavenly Difpenfations, and unantwerable Au- 
thority of holy (Language. We may obferve, 
out of a long Speech of hisin this Colleétion, (p.106-) 
how very devoutly he fathers the Glory of thofe vi- 
olent Mutations, from the Beginning of the a 
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Wars to that Day upon Providence: Such was the 
religious Turn he had for all the Aétions he was 
eoncerned in, and fo well was it known, that it is 
no Wonder if all Perfons who had any Concerns 
with him fhould imitate kis. Example, and talk to 
him in his own Dialect: And this, our Editor fays, 
may not only fhew that there. needs no Apology 
for the prefent Publication in that refpeét, but be 
fufficient to introduce the laft Obfervation to be 
made upon this Collection ; and that is, 

The Style, or Manner of Exprefion ufed in 
many of thefe Letters and Addreffles to him, which 
confidering him in that Part of his Charaéter above 
reprefented, are thereby juftified in their Pro- 
priety of Diction, and will appear moft ex- 
pedient towards rendering them acceptable unta 
him, and explaining Appearances, or fhewing upon 
what Grounds and by what Influence fo many of 
the Authors were, or pretended to be actuated ;_ for 
it isnot only the Paftorsof the Church, but Minif- 
ters of State, Officers of the Army, Lords and 
Knights, all addrefs him in hisown Way. Befides 
the Reverence it begot, it was otherwife of Service, 
to infpire Courage, and to {pirit one another up, ull 
they either believed themfelves to be the Favourites 
of Heaven, or made others believe fo: For as the 


‘King’s Caule was that of their Adverfaries, there 


could be none better for them to efpoufe than the 
Caule of God: And this Opinion being once in- 
fufed into them, they conceived they were fighting 
the Lord’s Battles, and had the Advantage of being 
armed not only with carnal but fpiricual Weapons ; 
and fuch, as Montaigne well obferves, are of all 
others, the moft ftrong and invincible. This may 
be one Caufe of Succefs. Befides, as it has been 
thought natural for Mento be more vigilant and in- 
duftrious in the Prefervation of unjuft Acquifitions, 
than the lawful Poffeffors of them; fuch Induftry 
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may be another Caufe: And how could Oliver fail 
of this Succefs, who hadall this Zeaiand Affiduity ; 
and was not only fo powerful at praying and preach-., 
ing himfelf, but had fo many to pray and preach 
alfoin his Behalf ? Asonetells him in thefe Letters, 
he makes it his Bufinefs fometimesto dofor him ina 
Ditch, or under a Hay-mow. Another advifes him. 
to ftep afide from his Company now and then, and. 
set a Word with the Lord. In fome of thefe Pages 
we read of aged Saints recommended to him ; in o- 
thers we have Addreffes to him from the precious 
ones, andthe Lambs of the Lord Fefus. But all ap- 
proving and applauding his Proceedings in the 
GREAT WorK. | 

Nothing further need to be faid of thefe Letters 
for the Satisfaction of the Public, but that they are 
printed carefully from the Originals; and, as fuch, 
have paffed the Infpection of judicious Men, with- 
out being in the leaft queftioned. 

And tho’ it cannot render them more authentic, 
to fay that they had been Jong treafured up by the 
famous Milton, it may yet imply the Ufe he con- 
ceived they might be of, and might one Day intend 
to make of them, to illuftrate fome general or par- 
ticular Hiftory of his Times. From him they came 
into the Poffeffion of Thomas Elwood, a Perfon, who 
for feveral Years was wel] acquainted with and e- 
fteemed by him. Among the Papers of the faid 
Elwood, after his Death, they fell into the Hands of 
Foleph Wyeth, Citizen and Merchant of London, 
who was long intimare with him; and through the 
Hands of 7. Wyeth’s Widow, they came into the 
Poffeffion of the prefent Editor. 
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ARTICLE XXIL. 


A Method of Study; or; an ufeful Library. 
In Two Parts. Part II. Containing fome 
Direétions for the Study of Divinity, and 
prefcribing proper Books for that Purpofe. 
By John Bofwell, 4. M. Vicar of Taunton, 
St. Mary Magdalen, and Prebendary of the 
Ckurch of Wells. London, printed for the 
Author, and fold by the Bookfellers. Ogavo. 


Pages 422, befidesa Preface of 38, &c. 


| N Account was long fince given of the firft 
/-\ Part of this Performance, intended for the 
Direction of young Students in the Profecution of 
prophane Literature. That Part was generally well 
received. Some few Objections indeed were made to 
this or the other Particular therein, which our Au- 
thor has replied to in the Preface of this Volume ; 
the Defign of which, as we fee by the Title, is to 
give fome Directions for the Study of Theology. 

Our Author has divided this Branch of his Work 
into ve Chapters. The firft confifts chiefly of two 
Differtations 5 

The ove fhewing the Ule, and recommending 
the Srudy of the Hebrew Tengue ; 

The other pointing out thofe Duties that are more 
immediately incumbent upon Clergymen. 

In the former, Mr. Bofwell has taken Occafion 
to offer a Word or two in Vindication of the Inte- 
grity of the Hebrew Text, with regard to all the 
fundamental Truths of Religion, and to give the 
Student fome Notion of the Singularities, which a 
late Writer * has publifhed with refpect to this Par- 


"Mr. Hatchinfon’s Mofes's Principia, &e. 
| U 3 ticular. 
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ticular. In the fame Chapter he has confidered the 
Authority. of: the Septuagint Tranflation, examined 
what Arifieas and fome ancient Writers have faid 
-of.it, and Jaid before the Reader the Opinions.of 
the Learned, concerning the Manner in which this 
Affair. is fuppofed.to. have. been tranfacted. Thefe 
feverad Particulars are made ferviceable to the main 
Defign of the Differtation, and urged as Motives 
to engage the young Student in the Study of the 
Hebrew Language. 

In the other Differtation are confidered the Duties 
that are more.immediately incumbent upon Clerg y- 
men. Thefe Duties are reduced to the following 
Particulars: | 

1. A ferious and diligent Application to the Study 
of the Scriptures, and other ufeful Parts. of Learn- 
ing. . 

"2. A pious and faithful Difcharge of thofe 
Branches of the miniferial Funélion, that are parti- 
cularly obligatory upon them as parochial Minifters, 
viz, Reading Divine Service, Preaching, Catechifing, 
Vifiting the Sick, Private Admonitions, and an ex- 
emplary Conduét. Intreating of thefe feveral Duties, 
Mr. Bofwel/ has not only endeavoured, by proper 
Arguments, to enforce a confcientious Difcharge of 
them, but to offer fuch Directions as may poffibly 
enable the young Clergyman to perform them in a 
regular and beneficial Manner. 

After thefe introductory Difcourfes, he proceeds 
in the 

Second Chapter, to recommend to the Perufal of 
the young Student fuch Books as treat of the Prin- 
ciples and Duties of zatural Religion; and in the 

Third, fuch as may ferve to convince him of the 
Expediency, the Truth, and Authority of Revealed 
Religion. To thefe Obfervations are added, 4 
Differtation, by sway of Appendix, wherein the Ac- 
counts of Things given us by the Heathens, their 

religious 
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religious Inftitutions, their Manner of facrificing, 
their Notions of Oracles, of the Seventh Day, of the 
Flood, and other hiftorical Facts, are compared 
with Faéts, Inftitutions, &c. recorded. in the %- 
faical Hiftory, and fhewn to bean undeniable Proof 
of the Antiquity and Authority of the Sacred Writ- 
ings. Thefe feveral Particulars complete this Second 
Volume. 

In treating of thefe feveral Topics, our Au- 
thor has purfued the Method he propofed to ob- 
ferve in the former Part of the Work. To this 
End he has recommended to the Perufal of the 
young Scholar as few Authors as poffible; and, 
that his Studies may be made eafy, ufeful, and free 
from Confufion, he has pointed out the Order in 
which the feveral Authors ought to be read, and 
fhewn with what View they are recommended, 
what are their Couteuts, and what are their peculiar 
Excellencies. 

A third Volume, Mr. Bo/well tells us, will be 
employed in recommending to the young Student, 
Fir ft, {uch Books as may affift him in reading the 
Holy Scriptures, and help togive him the true Senfe 
and Meaning of thofe facred Records ; 

Secondly, uch as may inftruct him in the Doc- 
trine, the Difcipline, the Government, and Worfhip 
of the Church of Exgland, and fhew him that our 
Reformation was founded upon Scripture, and 
formed upon the Plan of the puref? Antiquity. 

Thefe Heads wi!l be enlarged on in the fourth 
and fifth Chapters. 

I will not attempt an Abftraét of this Volume, 
tho’ ic very well merits it, at Jeatt at this Time: 
The Sequel of this Article fhall comprife fome Paf- 
fages only from the concluding D:fertation, fhewing 
The Refembiance berween the Sacred asd Prophane 
Accounts of Things, 8c. from whence, our Author 
fuppofes, undeniable Proots of the Antiquity and 
Authority of the facred Writings may be ceduced. 
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In order to fee the Force of this Reafoning, ix 
muft be premifed, (which Mr. Bofwe/ll has afore 
proved, in Pages 220, 8c. of this Volume.) 

That God: aitual!y revealed bis Will to M. snkind 
in theearly Ages of the World. «+ 

One Argument which ts particularly urged fox the 
Proof ef this Point, is drawn. from the Nature of 
thofe Rites and Ceremonies, which made up the 
principal Part of the old Pagan Worfhip. From 
the Natureand univerial Practice of feveral Infticu- 
tions amongft the Hearbens (particularly their Sa- 
crifices, their Oracles, and their Ob/ervation of the 
Seventh Day) it has been fhewn, that there muft 
originally have been a Revelation made with re- 
gard to-thefe Inftitutions, it being impoffible that 
they fhould fo univerfally have prevailed throughout 
the Heathen World by any other Means, ** Now, 
‘- if the Practice of thele Inttitutions could not 
«© poffibly refule from any other Caufe but a Re- 
‘ yelation; and if we have all the Reafon ima- 
«¢ ginable to believe, that the Revelation from 
‘© whence theAeatbens derived the Ufe and Praétice 
¢ of thefe Infticutions, was the Revelation recorded 
‘© in the Mofaic Hiltory ; then it evidently follows, 
¢© that the Revelation cont.ined in the Wfaic Hie 
‘+ flory, muft be that Revelation which God made 
* to Mankind inthe early Agesof the World.” In 
the enfuing Obdtervations, therefore, our Author 
confiders, what Reafon we have to believe, that the 
ancient Accounts of Thiegs given us by the Hea- 
thous, were borrowed from the Revelation recorded 
inthe Ad. feicad Hiltory, And here we need only 
compare the /aered and prophane Stories together, 
aud this great TVruth will appear to be unqueftion- 
able. Now, to pals by a great many that might 
be named, Mr. B,/we// only telects a few peculiar 
Juftances, where the Refemblance between the fa- 
cred and prophane Stories, Cuftoms, and Inftitu- 
tions, 
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tions, is fo manifeft, that it cannot be doubted, but 
that the Jatter were originally borrowed from the 
former. 


Hiftorical Fats, facred and prophane, compared. 


To begin therefore with fome biforical Faas : + 
And firf, the Hiftory of the Creation.  Mofes tells 
us, that ia the Beginning God created the Heaven 
and the Earib, Gen. i. 1. and agreeable to this all 
the ancient Poets and Philofophers, before Ariffore, 
exprefly afirm that the World had a Beginning. 
Even Ariftotie himfelf, who would not take up with 
the general Tradition, confeffes that all the Philo- 
fophers before him were of this Opinion. 

Mo/fes next obferves, That the Earth was without 
Form and void, and Darknef{s was upon the Face of 
the Deep. Gen. 1. 2. and, confiftent with this, feveral 
of the ancient Heathen Writers fpeak of a Chaos in 
the Beginning of Things: Our Author mentions 
Sanchoniatho, Hefiod, ‘and Pilato, as agreeing 
with Mo/es in this Point. 

_ Again, the infpired Penman tclls us, That the 

peril of God moved upon the Face of the W. aters, 
a 1. 2. Sanchoniatho relates the fame Thing, 
from the kindly [nfluence of the Spirit upon the Chaos 
there emerged uur, which some cail Slime or Mud, 
Orpheus likewile fays that Slime was madeof Water ; 
and Apollonius tellsus the Earth was made of Slime; 
and hence 7hales held chat Water was the firft Pria- 
ciple of all Things. 

The Evening and the Morning, lays Mofes, were 
the firff Day. 1n coatormiuty with which Paffage, 
the Fews always reckoned the Beginning of the 
Day trom the Evening ; and fo likewile ieveral of 


‘t+ [ don’: always confine my‘clf to our Avrhoi’s L at ‘guage in 
what fo!lows; it being jufficient that id omit nothing le has de- 
livered of any Importance to his Subje 
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the ancient Heathens held that the Night was older 
than the Dav. Hefiod, Orpheus, and Thales were 
all of this Opinion. 

Some Traces alfo of the Mof.ic Hiftory of our 
firft Parents are difcoverable in divers ancient Wri- 
ters. The Lord, fays Mojfes, formed Min out 
the Duft of the Ground. Phils Bibl; lays, the firkt 
Parent of Mankind fprung out of the Earth P/iro 
fays alio that Man was produced out of the Ground, 
Mofes ays, God breathed int. bis Nifiril. the Bycath 
of Life, and Man became a living soul. And ace 
cordingly Sunchoxwiatho obferves, that the firft Men 
were made living by the Breath of the Mouth of the 
Lord. Orpheus held the fame. 

Mofes tells us, that God created Man in bis own 
Image. Pilato affirms, that the firft Men were en- 
dowed with a Ray of Divinity 5 and that the Like- 
nefs of Man to God confifted in Holine/s, Wi/dom, 
and Righteou/ne/s. 

God placed Man originally iff Paradife. Some 
traditionary Remains of this firft State of human 
Happinels are plainly difcoverable in the Accounts, 
that the old Heathen Poets and Philofophers have 
given us of the Golden Age. Ovid’s Delcription of 
this Particular is fo confiftent with the Sacred Hiftery, 
that one would imagine he had taken his Hints im- 
mediately from it (a). Plata likewife tells us, ** that 
«+ the firft Men were blefled with abundance of 
ss Fruits, Apples, and Trees, witha Soil that was 
ss naturally fruitful, that wanted no J.abour or 
ss Cultivation; that they were naked, that they 
«¢ lived in theopen Air without Covering, and that 
«¢ they could communicate their Meaning not only 
‘© to their Fellow Creatures, bur to the Beafts of the 
ss Field.? The Refemblance, as Mr. B:/well notes, 
between thefe feveral Particulars, and Mo/es’s Ac- 


(a) Metamorphofis, lib. 1. 
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count of the Trees in the Garden of Eden, of our 
firft Parents being naked, and of Eve’s Difcourfe 
with the Serpent, is too obvious to need an Applica- 
tion. {tis very probable likewife thatthe Memor 
of Paradife was preferved in the Fable of Adonis’s 
Garden. 

Nor is it irrational to think that the Tree of Life 
was fhadowed out under the Fables of the Heathen’s 
Neéar and Ambrofia. The Serpent, we are told, 
faid unto the Woman, in the Day ye eat of the Tree 
of Life, YE SHALL NOT DIE, but your Eyes fhell 
be opened, and ye fhall be as Gods, Gen. ili. 5. and 
agreeable to this, Neé?ar and Ambrofia are fuppofed 
by the ancient Poets to have made thofe who drank 
ii dammortal. Again, we arecold thatchere isa Wine 
in Babylon, which the Natives call Neéar ; this is 
frequently {tiled among the Ancients the Drink of 
the Gods, and isfuppofed to have been brought from 
the Eaff into Greece with the Gods. Now as the 
Garden of Eden was fituated in the Eaft near Ba- 
bylon, fo itis evident, that the Geds here mentioned 
were no others than 4dam and the Patriarchs. Fur- 
ther, God, when he had finifhed the Works of the 
Creation, /aw every thing that he had made, and 
bebald it was very good: Gen,i, 31. Plato, {peaking 
of the Order and Beauty of the Univerfe, concludes 
that God, contemplating the Image he had made of 
the immortal Gods, rejcic’d, and was greatly pleasd 
with it, Adam, by God’s Appointment, gave 
Names to every living Creature, Gen.il. 20. Plato 
tells us, that the Gods gave the firft Names to Things. 
Eve was formed from a RibofAdam,; Plato fays, in 
his Sympofion, that the Nature of Man was not ori- 
ginally as itis now, but a Mixture of both Sexes. 

In the fame ancient Writer we meet with fome 
Footlteps of 4dam’s Fall. Origen thinks that Plaro’¢- 
Fable of Porus, who is faid to have beendrunk with 
Nefar in Fupiter’s Garden, and to have been cir- 
| cymvented 
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cumvented by Penia, is meant 4dam in the Garden 
of Eden, tafting the forbidden Fruit, and being 
there deceived by the Serpent, Gen. iil. 

On Adam’s eating of the forbidden Tree, the 
Ground was curfed tor his Sake; and God fays to 
him, /# Sorrow fhalt thou eat of it all the Days of 
thy Life 3 Thorns alfo and Thifilesfoall it bring forth 
to thee; and inthe Sweat of thy Fate fhalt thou eat 
Bread, Gen. i. 17, 18, fc. Plato fays, that, 
«© upon the Expiration of the Go/dex Age, Men grew 
‘¢*infirm, and had neither Art nor Power fufficient 
«< to preferve themfelves ; and that by this Means 
«s they became liableto Want and great Diftrefs.” 

The great Age, to which the Autedilavians, and 
fome others after the Flood, are faid by M/es to 
have lived, is likewife taken notice of by feveral 
Heathen’ Writers. Thus, Ne/ler is faid to have 
lived three Aves, Zirefias fix, Stdylla three hundred 
Years, and Endymion of lefler 4fia almott as long. 
Some of the Kings of Arcadia, as Euphorus afferts, 
lived three hundred Years, and fome of the Epeians 
(fays Hellanicus) two hundred, Dicdorus Siculus re- 
ports the fame of the ancient Ezypitans. “Jofepbus 
affures us, that moft of the Heathen Writers con- 
curred in affirming, that Mankind frequently lived 
a theufand Years in the firft Ages of the World. 

There is {carce a Circumftance mentioned by 
Mofes, in relation to the Deluge, but what the 
Heathens had fome Tradition of, for Proof of 
which Mr. Bo/swell refers us to the Differtations of 
the Author of Revelation examined with Candour ; 
whom he will have to be an incomparable Writer. 

The Mo,aic Account of the Tower of Babei is 
confirmed by the concurrent Teftimonies of Hero- 
dotus and Arrian, who were both onthe Spot, and 
who affirm that there was fuch a Tower built of 
Brick and Slime. Strabo and Pliny likewife mention 
this Tower, and Diodorus Sicuius \cts us know, 
that the Chaideaus made their Aftronomical Obler- 

vations 
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vations thereon. “They agree with the Mo/aic Ac- 
count alfo with fefpect to the vaft Height of this 
Building. The Mythological Account of the Hea- 
thens to this Purpofe ts, that the o/d Giants attempted 
to invade Heaven, by heaping Mountain upon 
Mountain, Pelion upon Offa. 

The Deftruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is con- 
firmed by the Teftimonies both of Greek and Roman 
Writers. Diodorus Siculus defcribes the Lake 4/- 
phaltites, which is the Place where thofe Cities once 
ftood, and tellsus, that ** the adjacent Region was 
‘¢ then on Fire, and fent out a grievous Smell, 
«¢ which he affigns as the Caule of the fickly an. 
ss fhort Lives of the neighbouring Inhabitants.” 
Strabo mentions the Sea of Sodom by the Name of 
Lacus Serbonis, ib. xvi. and {peaks of it as on Fire 
inhis Time. Both he and Zac:tus defcribe it in a 
Manner which entirely countenances the Scripture 
Account. Let’s Wife being turned into a Pillar 
of Salt, is anfwered in the Heathen Story by the 
Fable of Nicbe ; and by that of Orpheus being per- 
mitted to redeem his Wife from Hell, and 
Jofing her afterwards by looking unfeafonably 
back, contrary to the exprefs Command given him, 
and then, through Grief, deferting the Society of 
Mankind, and dwelling in Defarts. 

What Mr. Bo/well fays upon this Topic, is chiefly 
borrowed from the Author of Revelation examined 
with Candour, whom he confiders as a kind of O- 
racle: A Proof of his own exquifite Judgment. 

The Hiftory of Abraham next comes, before us. 
It is remarkable that the prophane Writers give us 
much the fame Account of him as: the Scriptures 
do. Thisappears from a Paffage that our Author 
quotes from Mr. Shuckford, here following, «+ Be- 
«6 yofus does notcall him by his Name, but defcribes 
<¢ a Perfon of his Character to be ten Generations 
‘¢ afterthe Flood; and fo Mofes makes Abrabanr. 
‘¢ Nicolaus Damafcenus calls him.by Name, and 

“¢ fays, 
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<< fays, that he came out of the Country of the 
«© Ckaldees, fettled in Canaan, and, upon Account 
« of a Famine, went into Egypt. Hupolemus a- 
<< grees, that Abrabam was born at Uriah (or Ur) 
‘sc of the Chaldees ; thathe came to live in Pheyicia : 
«<< that, fome time after his fettling there, the “y- 
‘< menians (or rather the A/jrians) overcame the 
¢¢ Phenicians, ana took Captive Abrabam’s Ne- 
«¢ phew; that /brabam armed his Servants, and 
<< refcued him ; that he was entertained in the fa- 
« cred City of Argarize by Melchizedec, Prieft of 
God, who was King there ; that, fome time after, 
on Account of a Famine, he went into Egyp¢ 
with his whole Family, and, fixing there, he 
called his Wife his Siler ; that the King of £- 
gypt married her, but that he was forced by a 
Plague to confult his Priefts, and, finding her to 
be Abrabam’s Wile, he reftored her. Artapanus, 
another of the Heathen Writers, does but juft 
mention him; he fays the Yeas were at firft 
called Hermiuth, afterwards Hebrews by Abra- 
bam, and that Abrabam went into Egypt, and 
afterwards returned into Syria again; but Melo, 
who wrote a Book againit the ews, and there- 
fore was not likely to admit any Part of their 
Hiftory that could poffibly be called in Queftion, 
gives a very large Account of 4brabam: He re- 
lates, that his Anceftors were driven from their na- 
tive Country; thache married two Wives, one 
of them of his own Country and Kindred, the 
other an Egyptian, who had been a Bond-Wo- 
man; that of the Egyptian he had twelve Sons, 
who became twelve Arabian Kings, that of his 
Wife he had one Son only, whofe Name in 
Greek is Geios (which aniwers exactly to the He- 
brew Word Jfaac;)” after other Things inter- 
vening, he adds, ‘* that 4brabam was commanded 
«¢ by God to facrifice I/aac, but, going to flay him, 
«¢ was ftopp’d hy an Angel, and offered a Ram in 
ss his Stead.” 
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